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THE EXACT 


{ CONSTABLE, 


WITH HIS 


{ Original, and -Power 1n all 
Caſes belonging to his OFF FIC E, 


AS ALSO 
{ The Orrice of Church-wardens,, 


Overſeers of the Poor, Szrveyors of the 5» 
High-ways, Treaſmrers of the County Stock, | 

Pariſh Clerks, Governors of Fairs, and other 
FJ: inferiour Officers, as they are at this day efta- 
"F* blifht both by the Common Laws and Statutes 
* of this Kingdom. 


- By E.W. of Grays-Inne, Eſq; 


The Fifth Edition. 
Whereto is Added, 
The Office of a London Conſtable. 


4 Non Nobis ſolum nati ſumus, ſed partim Þ 4 TRLE, 


LONDON, 


Printed for Henry Brome, Thomas Paſſenger, and = 
.<« Thomas a 5 res 1650, -... 
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TO: THE: + 


RED Hoh it may ſeem Actum' As 
& * gere, 4 vain and impertinens 
attempt to load you' with this 

SAP Treatiſe, when others ave, or al 
leaſt heve been abroad, carrying the face of 
the ſame deſign, yet we think fit to remind 
thee (Courteous Reager) that as the firſt Edt 
Tiom of this preſent Book , was the firs of thi 
mature that was publiſhed after his Majeſtie 
happy Reſtoration, ſo for its briefneſs, plains 
ne(s, and ſoundneſs in what it delivered, i 
met with no ordinary welcome in the world's 
witzeſs the ſeveral Editions thereof already 
diſpoſed of. 7 
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Wherefore that ſo uſeful and neceſſary 4 
Guide might zot be wanting to our honeſt- 
oninded Country men, for their direftions in 


wy render them liable, we have aot only 
gong ht fit to Reprint it,, but have alſo very 
carefully; and with much pains reviſed the 
fame, in every part ſupplied the Authorities 
aphere they were wanting , and Rettified 
hem where they were miſquoted : 1lluſtra- 
Fed it with a clear and apt Method, ana En- 
wiched it with requifite Additions of ſeveral 
ſheets ; ſo that we doubt not but it will be 
found not inferiour io any extant, bat rather 
#2 many things to exceed whatever has been 
written onthis ſubjett,efpecially in plainneſs, 
wherein all endeavors have beers uſed to ſuit 
#10 the nnderflandings of the meaneſt Capa- 
Eities, and. yet to ground it en ſuch Authori- 


*x.4 * 


gies by a diligent ColleFion out of th: Books of 


F) atutes:, Reports and ether Authentique 
Law Books, that nothing relating to any of 
{7 ſe Offices neceſſary tobe known, might be 
mitted, mor any thing Falſe, Repealed, or 
Weg al ſbould herein be Inſerted. 
—_—_. And 
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hoſe Offices, whereunto their courſe of life - 


| herein, is tue prayer of the Compiler, who: 
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And thus, dear Country- men, 1 deliver it 
thu poliſht and refined into your hands, as: 
4 Looking-glaſs , where you may view your" 
ſeveral Offices in their lively legal Colours 
and full proportions : That ye may in all ſuchz 
Caſes know your Duties, and knowing thens. 
accordingly, do them withont fear, favours} 
prejudice, or affeftion, wherein you ſhall do? 
God much ſervice, your Country much good x, * 
and that this may be the fruit of my Labouts : 


has no other defign than to caſt in his Mite: 
towards eſtabliſhing the Admirable Govern» 
ment of this Nation, and contribute bis Aſſis ; 
lance to all thoſe Loyal and Aftive Snbjetts 
who conforms to, and at# under the\ ſame. 
Farewell. 
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THE EXACT 


CONSTABLE, e#c. 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Nature and Original f the 
Conſtables Office ; the ſeveral 
| Names and Kinds of Conſtavies, 
and how they differ in Power. 


eo N all Exact Treatiſes on 
8&7, any Subject, the Laws 
-3 of goot method require 
us to begin with the 
Ty, « Etymology of the word, - 
and Definition of the thing intended to 
be diicourſcd of z To ſet forth the Na- 
ture, Duty, and Power of the Conſtables 
f Office, 1s our preſent ſcope, and there- 
__ fore firſt let us conlider, the Name... 


A 4 Con-. 


The 
Name 
(1) Sk/n 
Fer IN 
Etym. 
Verb. 
Conftable. 


* (2.) Co. 
4. Part 
Inſtit. fo, 
I23. 
Lambard, 


| ; fol. > 


= 
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TheEjatt Conſtable. 


Conſtable (in Law. Latin Conftabu- | 
larixs ) forme will .have fo called (1.) } 
gazfiComes ſtabuli:but that ſcems not to | 
bear any reſemblance with the Nature of | 
this Office 3 others more lucky Gheſlers ! 
think it comes of theParticle con and ' 
ſftabilis, as being ſuch Civil Miniſters as | 


together conduce very much to the 


ftsbility and quict of the whole Nati- | 
n : But certainly, *tis both improba- | 
ble and vain to hunt for a Latiz Pedi- 


gree, for a word no leſs a ſtranger to 


the Roman Language, than the Office , 


it ſelf to their Government : For in 
truth both name and thing are Natives 


of+ this Kingdom; the Title being | 


compounded of rwo Saxon Words (2.) 
Cnninge or Cinge, lignifying a Prince or 
King, and Stable ( or rather Staple ) 
denoting a Prop or Stay, and fo Con- 
-aingeſtable ( by Contraction Conftable) 


is as much as today the Prop or Stay of 


of the King, which {ſuits very well 
with his place and Duty : For what 
can more eftabliſh the Throne,or better 
ander prop and {upport the Govern- 
ment, than care to preſerve the Peace in 
in all places, and ſeize thoſc that at- 
tempt to violate zt. 

And for the better warrant of this 
Etymo- 
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Etymology, it is to be noted (3. .) That | (: ) 
1 antiently there was a grand Officer of : Thi _— 
0 | State, called the High Conftable of Eng- Sr. 13 
land, to whom this Title 'was origi- 2. Ge a 
nally given, by reaſon of the great Au- 
thority wherewith he was inveſted, 

and though: afterwards that haughty 
Office was laid aſide, as being appre- 
hended too great and dangerous to be 
continued. Yet from thence the name 

is derived to this day, and though di- 

{ vided amongſt many, and ſhining with 

lels luſtre and authority-z yet Rill it 

bears the ſame Appellation, and fome. 
marks of that illuſtrious Deſcent. 

As for the time of the firſt Infiituti- The Oris- 
on of Conſtables, *ctis commonly refer- 8'n#- 
red to the Statute of Wincheſter, Ca. 1: 

(made in the 13. yearof K. Edw. the 

Firſt, A#zwo Dom. 1285.) Others ſup- 

poſe. them ere&ed not till about thebe- 

ginning of the Reign of R. Edward: 

r the Third : But in truth it may be laid; 

| Caput inter Nubila condit, 

| For-the Authority. by thoſe Sratithh (4.) Vi-- 


( 4.) was grounded and pranted-upon de Bacon-- 1 
42 6 : F Caſes of 


Tr. Þ. 225 4 


'  tneantient Laws and Cuſtoms of this 
' Kingdom, praQtifed long betore the 
Norman Conqueſt, and intended and 
nite for the Conſervation of the 
Ag Peace,. 
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The Exaif Conftable; 
Peace, and reprefling all manner of Dt 
ſiurbancesand hurt to the people. 

Wherefore for the better Under- 
ſtanding of the nature of this neceſſary 


Office, we muſt look back and take a 


view 'of that policy of our prudent 
Ancefiors , which firſt introduced  ; 
which was this, When the Heptarchy 
(or Seven petty Kingdoms formerly 
inthis Iſland) came to bereduccd to 
one Empire, and pay Allegiance tos 
langle Scepter 3 For the better Preſer- 
vation of the Peace,preventing Thetts, 
and repreſſing MalefaQors, 'it was a- 
greed and ordained (5.) That all the 


*-Inhabitants ſhould caſt themſelves into 
-diſtin& Societies, by ten men,and their 


reſpeQive Families in a Company : 
And that eyery of theſe ten men ſhould 
bs ſurety and pledg for the good beha- 
v.iour of the reſt : So that it any one of 
them. committed any Crime, they 
{ſhould ſee him forth- coming, or in de- 
fault thexeof be amerced 3 and thence 


. theſe ſeveral Societies come in ſome. 
. Places to be called(at this day )Borowghs, 
' or rather Boyroes, from the old: word 


Borbes, ſignifying pledges or {ureties: 
And in other parts (from the number 
of ten Familics thus aflociated) Tithe 


ings 3 


_ — 


ings 3 And ſuch as were of Ill Credit, 


+ and could not get themſelves accepted 
| in ſome ſuch Beree or Tithing, were to- 
. be efteerned dangerous: perſons, un- | 

worthy of Socicty,and where-ever they 
| - were apprehended, as Vagrants to be 
ſecured in Priſon. 


And as ten'times ten amounts to an 


[- hundred, (o ten of theſe ſmaller Com- 


panics being joyned , and at certain 
times meeting together on bafineſs of 


i importance,concerning them all; ſuch 
general Aſſembly, or Court, and the. 


precin& thereunto belonging, came 


' to b: called a Hundred, and retains the. 
- ſame name to this day. 


Likewiſc-it being often neceſfary for. 
each of -thele Tythings or Borges to. 
chuſe and prefer one of their number. 
toaR and ſpeak for, and on the behalf. 


of them: All ſuch perſon was there- 


fore in ſome places called, the Boroes- 
Ealder (whom to this day in Kent, we 
call Borſholder-') in other places the.. 
Boroe's head,or Headboroe, and in ſome, 


+ the Chict Pledg, which explains both 


the other names 3.for all thrice are of - 
one Stgnification, 

Now as touching the Office, that 
theſe Borſholders,, Tythingmen ; Head- 


The Ex Conſtable; : 


compared : 
with Cot-- 


boroughs, ſtables... 


The Exait Conflable. 


was after a {ort, and is ſiill, where they | 
remain, in eflett the theme with the 
_ Office of a Conſtable ofa Town or Pa- 
riſh, which ſeems afterwards to be elta- | 


bliſht upon a greater Increaſe of Inha- | 
bitants: for as after the diviſion of the. == 
Land . into Shires or Counties, the | 


Charge of the whole County was pri- 
marily. committed to the Sheriff; but 
as the, people grew more numerous, it 
being found too much for one Officer 
to injpcCt and govern ſo many 3 there- 
fore in every Hundred there was one 
ordained with Authority to keep the 
Peace, who was calkd the High Con- 
ftabie | 3 fo afterwards the multitude be- 
ing fiill avgmenced, for better.aſh{tance 
there came likewiſe to be one ſuch Com- 
ſervator of the Peace annually appoin- 
ted inevery Boroe, whom by reaſon of 
the (malnefs of his. Precin& (tor his 
power therein, 15 as great as the High- 
Conftablcs). they called, the petty. Con- 
ftable > Yet {ome maintain, That the 
Office of Conſtable is cffentially di- 
{liin& from thoſe of Tything-men , 
Headboroe, &#c. Concerning which, it 
' is our humble Opinion, That theſe 
Tything-a.en, &c. it they happen tobe 


boroughs, and chief, Pledges had, it 


| 


M2. 


| 


| 


The Era Conffable. 
12 a precih, where there is alſo a Con- 
ſiable, there. ſuch Conſtables are the 
Head- Officers, and they are but as Aſli- 
ftants to the Conſiable when he 1s pre- 
ſent, but are to attend the Service in his. 
1 abſence: And when there is no Con- 
| =x-fable, but only ſuch Tything- mens &c- : 
| SFheo (6 ) they are the only Officers for me Vid: 
the Peace, Execution of Warrants, &c. Dalton. - 
Or where a Statute impowers them by }: ©: = q 
name as well as Conſtables, or orders Jha C. 7 
any thing to be done by the Conſtable or | 
other inferiour Officer,-in ſuch Caſes and 
things their Ofhces and Authority are . 
| 12 a manner one and the ſame (mutato 
| nomine ) With that of Conſtable 3 fo 

= | thatupon the whole matter, all theſe 
| 


Ofhcers may ſcem fitly enough to be 
| comprehended in this one word Con- 
= | ſtable, :and all their Offices to fall-in 
| with, and- be contained under, that 
| Othce. And accordingly for avoiding 
- tedioulſncls, and an impertinent Clut- 
ter of words, we ſhall handle them pro» 
| miſcuouſly.in this diſcoule. Ra 5 ; 
| From what hath been ſaid, we may: Definitis? 
| ſafely affirm wich. Mr. Lambard, That on. 
| a Conſtable is the Kings Majeſties imme- 
diate Officer, for the ſupport and mainte- 
| #ance. of the peace within. bit Franchiſe :. 
Or 
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The Exaif Conffable. 
Or perhaps more properly, That he is 4 
Civil Officer appointed for the mainte- 
ance of the Peace, and putting in Execu- 
gion the Warrants and Precepts Iſſuing 
ont of Court Leets, from Juſtices of the 
Peace and Coroners within the Precin( or 
Liberty for which he ſerves.- 
Of Conſtables (as hath been intima- 
ted) are two ſorts, High-Conſiables 


- and Petty-Conſtables; the firft are for 


the whole Hundred, the laft only for 
ſorne particular Pariſh, Village, Hamlet, 
Tything, Borongh, or Liberty, yet (to 
alc the words (7.) of the Learned Sir 
Francis Bacon) though the High-Con- 
ftables Authority hath the more ample. 
Circuit, I do not find that the Petty 
Conftable is ſubordinate to him for a- 
ny Commandment that proceeds from 
his own Authority : But it 1s ufed, 
That the Warrants and Precepts of the 
Juſtices be delivered unto the Highs 
Conftables, who being few in number, 
may better attend the Juſtices, and 


- then the High-Conftables, by vertue of 


ſuch Warrants (not their own Atitho- 
rity) make their Precepts over to the 
Petty Conſtables : And therefore, I 
doubt, the High-Conſtable was ab ori- 
gine; but when the-bulineſs of the 
| Country 


- The Exaif Conſtable, 


Country encreaſed, and the Authority 


of Juſtices of the Peace became en- 
creaſed by divers Statutes,then for con- 
venience-ſake the Office of High-Con- 
ſtables grew in ule for receiving the 
Commands and Precepts from the 
Juſtices, and diſtributing them to the 
petty Confiables as aforeſaid : And in 
Foken of this the Ele&ion of High- 
Conſtables in moſt parts of the King- 
dom , 1s by the appointment of the 
Juftices of the Peace (moſt uſually at 
their General quarter Seſſions, or ſome- 
times at petty Scſhions in their ſeveral 
Diviſions ) whereas the EleCion of 
petty Conſtables is by the people. 


C—————_— 


CHAP. II. 


where Conſtables are #0 be choſen, 
who are liable to ſerve that Of- 
fice, and who not, with the form 
of their Oath, 


& {4 HE High-Conſtables(as hath been Sc. win. 
Dal, ). Ps. 


Quarter Seflions, and do commonly CÞ#P- 16+; 


hinted ) are uſually choſen at the 


take their. Oaths there,- or may by 
Warrant: 
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The Exaif Conſtable. - 


warrant thence be ſworn before one 


* Juſtice of Peace elſewhere, and in the 
ſame manner may they by the Scflions. 
be removed, and others put in their 


places. 


Two Juſtices of the Peace, the one: 


being of the Quorum, may appoint 
High: Conſtables in ales -by a ſpeci- 
al Proviſton of the Statute, 34 H. $8. 
C8. 26. 

But the Choice of the petty Confia- 
bles doth moſt properly belong'to the 
Leet, where ſometimes they are elected 
by. the Steward - himſelf by Cuitom 
but more frequently. and regularly by 


the Inqueſis Preſentment z yet they, 


may alſo in ſome Cafes be choſen by 
.Jattices of Peace in their quarter Scfl1- 
_ ons, and as the cuſtom of the place is, 
and that (as ſome ſay.) for one or two 
years : But the ſounder opinion IS, 
That this Office in its own nature is 
annual,” and therefore when a. man has 
ſerved a year, upon his Complaint to 
the Quarter-Seſſions, they. ought to re- 
move him and appoint another ; 'the 
Oath is commonly.adminiſired to thele 
petty Conſtables where they are cho- 


ſen, or they may take it betore a Juſtice. 


at.another time, 


By; 
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By a late Stat. of the 14. Car. 2. Ca. 
12. It js ordaind, That: upon the 
death or removal of any Conſtable out - 
of the Pariſh, any two Juſtices may 
Ele& and Swear a new one, to conti- 
nue til] the next Leet or Quarter Seſ- 
lions, and then the Steward or Juſtices 
tochuſe another, or confirm him that 


is1in; and ifany ſuch Officer ſhall con-, 


tinue in his place above a year, the 
Juſtices may diſcharge him, and ap- 
point arfother, till the Lord at his 
Leet (hall place one to ſupply the Ot- 
fice. 
But in other Caſes Juſtices of the 
Peace are not to meddle in the chuling 
of a Conſtable, either in Seſſtons , or 
out of Seflions, where it hath time out 
of mind been uſed in a Court Leet, un- 
leſs there hath been ſome neglect or 
miſgovernment in the ſaid Court 
and in ſuch Caſcs the Kings Bench is 
to decide the difference : It any Juſtice 
(hall intermeddle to remove a Conlia- 
ble that hath been choſen by the Leer, 
the Lect may put him in again : tor 
there hath always been a queſtion of 


the Juſtices power herein, as you may 


read Trinity 9. Fac. Banco Regis, and 
1 Stiles Reports 362, But it hath 
| been 


The Exait Conſtable. 
been agreed by all the Juſtices, That if 
the Leet do not chuſe a fit man Conſta- 
ble, or negle& to grve him his Oath, 
_ ordoth any unlawful AG in the chu- 
fing him, the Juſtices may chuſe and 
{wear another , Mich. 22. Car. Banc. 
Reg. 

It is ſaid, That if Leets chuſe unable 
or unfit men for petty Conſtables, it 1s 
a cauſe of forfeiture of ſuch Leer, and 
the choice void, Co. 8. 42. 

And therefore in the next place let 
us ſee who are fit and bound to ſerve 
this Office, which we ſhall ſet down 
firſt #egatively, ſecondly affirmatively. 

I. Not Divines, Juſtices of Peace, 
Attorneys at Law, Phyficians in re- 
ſpeR of their neceflary Attendance elſe- 
where, neither Women , (whether 
Maids or Widows, though Houle- 
keepers,and dwelling in Houſes, whole 
Inhabitants uſed to ſerve) Mad-men, 
Infants, old decrepit perſons , nor 
poor people 5 none of thele are fit for, 
or compellable, to be made Conſiables. 

2. Affirmatively, Every perſon cho- 
{cn Conſtable ought to be zdoneus homo, 
that is to ſay, a man apt and fit for the 
- Execution of the faid Office, which 
word in the intention of the Law, im- 
plics 
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The ExafConſt able. 

f | lies theſe three neceſſary Qualifications. 
- I. Honeſty, one that will execute 
» | his Office without malice or partiality« 
/ 2. Knowledge, one that hath in 
| ! ſome competent meaſure $kill to un- 
derftand his Duty, and what belongs 
to his place 3 and therefore an Infant, 
> | Perſon zon ſane Memorie > ors Idcot, 
; | cannot ſerve. 

| 3. Ability as well in wealth as body, 
| that ſo he may ſpare time, and attend 
the Executign of his Office diligently 3 
| wherefore it was wont to be given as a 
ſpecial direction from «the King , to 
huſe of the ableſt of the Inhabitants, 
as to Eſtates z which if duly obſerved, 
would bc a great furtherance to the 
courſe of Juſtice throughout his Ma« 
| jelſties Dominionsz for poor indigent 
| perſons, when choſen Conſtables, ei- 
ther are ignorant what they may and 
ſhould do, or are over-awed by their 
richer Neighbours ſo as for fear to 
balk their Duties, or elſe are notable 
to ſpare time to execute their Office, 


Q 
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as is required by Law : For *tis to be Bacon: 


; underſtood that Conſtables have no al- P: 75: 


| lowance, but are bound to. perform 
| their Offices gratis, which may the ra- 
| ther be endured by men of indifferent 
ſub- 


T4 


 denon poxendis in Aſiſas & Furat. Vide 


1 
of Pariſh-Clerks of the ſaid City; and | } 
1 


TheExaf-Conflable- 
ſabſtance 3 becauſe it is but fora year, 
and that they are not tyed to keep or 
maintain any Servants or under-mini-| th 
ſters, but every one of the Kings peo-| H 
Ple are bound to aid and aſfilt them, . | w 

Where one is under one and twenty fa 
years of age (till which time he is an} 
Infant in the Language and Conhide-] q« 
ration of the Law) he ſhall not bel h 
compelled to ſerve, nor an old man a-| T 
bove ſeventy, but may ſue out his Writ | 


Fitz- Herb. Nat. Brev. 

Likewiſe the Kings Majeſties Ser- 
vants in Ordinary are priviledged, be-| 
cauſe they are always fuppoſed to be"! 

Attendants upon his perſon in his 
Court or A fairs, Vid. Reſolution of the 
Fudges, 1633. But whether a ſuffici- | 
ent perſon that gets himſelf (worn a |. þ 
Servant extraordinary, but lives Gon- | t 
ſtantly at home, and ſcarce ever does a- | þ 
ny aGual duty, ſhall be exempred from | v 
this Office, is doubtful. . F: 

The Members of the Colledge of | { 
Phyſicians, Londen, are priviledged by | ? 
their Charter and (pecial Statute, and'; 7 
ſo alſo ('tis faid) are the Corporation: | ; 
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if any of all theſe be choſen, they = 
| c 


, 
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ar, be removed by order of Scilions, or by 
or! Writ, or a Warrant from the King to 
1-] the Sheriff of the County, and the 
0-| High-Conſtable of the Hundred; of 
which ſee a Preſident in Dale. F. P. 
ty] fol. 322. | 
an}. So much for the perſon, but now as 
C-| tothat reſpect, which makes him lia- 
be| ble to ferve in this or that particular 
a-| Tithing, concerning which note, 
It; That a man is to fcrvethis Office in 
de\ reſpect of his perſonal abode, Reliden- 
cy or Habitation, and not in reſpc& of 
T-] his Lands: For if he keeps houle in 
E= | one place, & have an eliate in-another, 
be” he muſt ſerve where, he lives, and not 
Is'] where his Eftate lies 3 but if that E- 
af ſlate have a Tenant in it, a ſufficient 
i= þ man, able to ſerve the Office, he may 
a j. be choſen and made to ſerve it (even 
2- | though the Landlord at the ſame time 
2- | be in the ſame Office in the precind, 
m } where he dwells) for they become ca- 
| pable both of ſerving in different, re- 
f | ſpe&, but the Landlord himſelf cannot 
y | bechoſen to ſerve for that Borough or 
d'| Tithing wherein his Land lies, though 
n | in his own hands, if his dwelling houſe 
d | be out of it : For perhaps (whether 
Y | it be ſo or no, *tis no matter, the Law 
"= rea- 


rs 


Cro. 
Rep. I. 
Parr, f. 
233. 
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reaſonably ſuppoſes it may ſo happen) 
he may be choſen to this or ſome other ; 


 Officein the place where he lives, an 


a man can do ſervice with his body _ 
in one place at one time. 

Yet if the Caſe be ſo, That a a 
hath two ſeveral houſes in two difting 
Leets, and do live ſometimes at the on 
houſe, and ſometimes at the othe 
houſe, in this place he may be madean 
Officer at either of the Leets, within 
which he (hall be dwelling, when th 
Leet is kept 2 And the next year» 
he be removed to his other heuſe, h 
may alſo be choſen there too : For 
man may do Corporal Service well e- 
nough at two places at ſeveral times. | 

But if two Tithings be both wy 


one Leet, and one man hath houſes in 


both the Tithings 3 in this caſe it ſeem 
doubtful whether, though he live in 
the one Tithing, he may not be _ 
pelled to ſerve in this Office for his 
Houſe in the other Tithing, eſpecially 
if it be near, and he keep no Tenant 1 in . 
his Houſe fit to bear the Office. | 

Hence it appears, That a Cuftomi 
that the Office of Conſtables ſhould fol- 
low the Houſes, or that two or three 


in a Tithing or Town ſhould _—_ 
the 


| Leet, and retuſe' co take the charge 


to bebound over to the next Aſſizes or 


- accepts thereof, and is Sworn into the 


| red Conſtables, frequent in and about 7. Part of | : 
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the ſame always is not good, nor accor- 
ding to Law,though formerly practiſed 
in ſome places. 4 
But if any fit perſon (not exempted Dalr, Ca. 7 
or priviledged as betore) be lawfully 16. B. __ 
choſen to the Office of Conſtable in a | 


thereof upon him 3 he may for ſuch his 
contempt, be fined in the ſame Leet 3 
or if he be choſen at the Seſſions, or by 
ewo Juſtices out of Seſſions, and ſhall 
afterwards refuſe to be Sworn, he is 


Seſſions of the Peace, and there In- 
diced, Fined, and Impriſoned. 

Yet note, a Conſtable may make a 
Deputy, or elſe how ſhould the place 
be ſupplicd in caſe of Sicknels, or other 
exigency : But if there be negligence 
or miſdemeanour committed by the 
Deputy, the Conſtable Eleced ſhall be 
anſ{werable for the ſame: But in caſe 
the firſt, when choſen, deſire to have a 
Deputy, and name a fit perſon, who 


place, here the Deputy (hall anſwer for Crawlys 4 
himſelf ; And of this kind are our hi- Cafe, 


Lendon 3 yet it has beendelivered for —_ c 
Law. by the Judges, That this is 05. 
Pre | 


. rs 
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praciſed rather by Toleration than 
Law.-- 


We (hall conclude this Chapter with 


The Form of the Conſtables Oath. 


Y OU ſhall well and traly ſerve our So- 
vergign Lord the King | and the 
Lord of the Mannor, when Sworn at a 
Leet] in the Office of a Conſtable , and 
ſhall ſee the Kings Peace to be well and 
truly kept to the utmoſt of your power, you 
fhall Arreſt all ſuch perſons as in your 
Preſence ſhall ride or go Armed offenſively, 
or ſhall commit or. make auy Riot, Afﬀray 
or other Breach of the Peace, you (hall do 
your beft endeavour upon Complaint to 
you made, to Apprebend all Felons, Bar- 
retors, or Riotors> or perſons riotonſly aſ- 
ſembled; and if any ſuch Offenders ſhall 
make refitance with force, you ſhall levy 


Hue and Cry, aud foall purſue them * 
_ wntil they be taken: Ton ſhall do your 
beſt endeavour, that the Watch in your | 
Town be 'duly kept, and that Hue and |. 


Cry be duly purſued according ts the $14- 
tute, and that the Statute made for pu- 


 niſhing of Vagabouds, Rogues - and © 


Night- walkers, and fuch other idle per- 


. ©. fons coming within your Liberties , be 


duly 


DJ 
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duly put in execution, you ſhall have a 
watchful eye to ſuch perſons as ſhall ma- 
nage or keep any Common bouſe or place, 
\ where unlawful Games are wſed, or ſuch © 
4 ſhall frequent ſuch places contrary to the 
| Statute : And yu ſhall bave a care for 
| the maintaining of Archery ; at your. Aſ- 
| ſizes, Seſſions, or Leet , you ſhall preſent 
all the offences contrary to the Statutes, 
| made and provided for the reſtraint of in- 
ordinate haunting and tippling.in Inns, 
| Taverns, and Alc-houſes, and other 
Vitualing places for the repreſſiug of 
Drunkenneſs and profane Swearing 3 yo 
ſhall true Preſentment make of all Blood= 
ſhedding, Afﬀrays, Out-cries , Reſcues, 
or other Offences, committed or done a- 
gatyſt th: Kings Peace within your limitsz 
you fhall well aud duly execute all Pre- 
cepts and Warrants to you direfted from 
the {ultices of the Peace and others, who 
have -'uthority in this County 3 you ſhall 
well andtruly, according to your know- 
ledge, power, and ability, do and execute 
| all other things belonging ts the Office of 4 
| Conſtable, ſo long as you ſhall continue in 
the ſaid Offices 


Sohelp you God. 
"Eo 
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Or- more briefly the Oath is; 
ſometimes Adminiſtred,thus: ' 
OU ſhall Swear, That you ſhall well! 
and duely execute the Office of Con-! 
ftable (or Tything man) for the Pariſh, 
(or Tything ) of S. for this next year (or! 
| balf year as the Caſe i is) and until ani! 
ther be Sworn in your room, or you ſhall 


. be legally diſcharged thereof, 
So help you God. | 


CHAP. III. 


The Per 'y of Conſtables diſtin-| | 
guiſht, and the Power he hath by 
the Common: Law declared. 


HE Authority of Conſtables, s 
either ſubſtantive, and of it felf, 

or ſubſtituted and adfiriged to the! 
Warrants and Commands of the Ju 
ſtices of Peace, or as others divide it 5! 
itis either Original given them by chel 
Common Law, or additional, annexed! 
by divers Statutes. 


{ 
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As for the latter ſort, viz. the ſub» 
ordinate power , whereby Conſtables 
are to exccute the Commands of the 
Juſtices, or likewiſe the additional 
power given them by divers Statutes, 
the ſame, being very large, and of 
things of diverſe diſperſcd natures, 
created by the Branches of many Sta- 
tutes, we (hall hereafter fet forth the 
ſame under proper and diſtinct Fitles, 
and in this Chapter (hall only handle 
the original and ſubttantive power of 
a Conſtable, which may be reduced to 
three heads, i; 


I. For matter of Peace only. 

2. For matter of Peace and of the 
Crown, | | 

3. For matter of Nuſance, Diſtur- 
bance and Diſorder, although they be 
rot accompanied with violence and 
breach of Peace. 

1. Conſtables (under which name 
I hore underſtand Burſholders , Ti- 
thing-men , Headboroughs, &c. for 
what is ſaid of the ones Othce, may 
in this reſpe&t be regularly ſaid of 
the reſt) within their {ſeveral and 
reſpective Towns, Liberties, and 


. PrecinQs are Conſervators of the Peace 


B 2 « (1+) 
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| (1.) Bro. (1.) virmte Officiz by the -very nature 


FF. 127- 
Tit. Af- 
| fray 


of their Office : Now in Law, this 1s 
ſaid to be Breach of the Peace, when any 


| Dal. Juſt. perſon uſes jnjuriousforce or violence 


| Peace. 
Ca 3. 


Stat, Notes 


tha. 
2 Edw. 
3 Ca. 3. 


Cons, which walk in the night, 


Ne : 
- _—— 


againſt the perſon of another, his 
Goods, Lands, or other Pofſcflions, 
either by menacing words or threats, 
turious geſtures, force of the body, or 
any other unjuſt force uſed to territie 
him, whom it is dire&ed to'; And 
therefore the Conſervation of the 
Peace conlifs likewiſe in three things, 


r. In preventing and foreſeeing 
that nothing be done, that tends 
direcly, or may probably be an occa- 
{ion or means of violating the Peace. 

2. In quicting and patifying thoſe 


that are aQually in breach of the Peace. | 
3. In puniſhment, ſuch as have al- ' 


ready broken the Peace. 


A Conftable, for preventing that nos | 
thing be done againſt the Peace, ought 
to ſtop all ſuch perſons, as go or ride 


» .P 2, .- were 3 Ot 
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- 


| 


unlawtully arm'd, and to take fuch | 


their Armour from them, and commit | 


them to the Goal. - 


bl 


[ 


He may take or arreſt ſuſpected per- | 


> 


and | 


fleep 
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ſleep in the day, or which do haunt any 
Houſe, where there is ſuſpicion of Baw- 
dry, and carry them before a Juſtice of 
the Peace to find Sureties for their 
good behaviour 3 for though the Con- 
ſtable may do what he can to ſecure the 


Peace, yet he cannot of himſelf take Crompt- 


Surety of the Peace of any man : for it 
muſt be either by Recogniſazce,or Ob- 
ligation : And how can he take a Re- 
cogniſance, who is no Officer of Re- 
cord; and if he take Surety by Bond, 
the queſtion is, how it ſhall be certified, 


and into what Court? Some are of Skarrets 


ey" Caſe Trin, * 
opinion, he may do it by Bond Sealed 35. Eliz. 4 


to the uſe of the King, and tranſmitted 5 6": 


into the Exchequer or Chancery , 
whence Proceſs ſhould be awarded to 
levy. the Debt, if the Peace were bro- 
ken : But my Lord Anderſon declared, 
that the Conſtable ought not to med- 
dle therewith, but only to apprehend 
the Offenders, and carty them before a 
Juſtice to find Sureties for the Peace . 
there, which at this day is the molt ge- 

neral and fateft courſe. Tn 
For pacifying Quarrels begun, the 
Conſtables may upou hot words given, 
or violent likelihood of breach of the 
Peace to enſue, command them in the 
* W 3. © ma 


oo 24 The Exaff Conflable. 
|  Ringsname to keep the Peace, forbcar 
and d:part : And if any ſhall actually 
make an Aﬀeray in the preſence of the 
Conſtable, Headborough,ec. or threa- 
ten to kill or beat another, or ſhall be 
in a fury ready to break the Peace, fuch 
Officers in any of theſe Caſes may com- 
mit the Offenders to the Stocks, or 
ſome other (afe Cuſtody for the pre- 
ſent (according to their Quality ) until 
 +.H, 4.9, {uch timeas he can carry them before a 
| 30, :Jaſtice, and upon their refuſal to give 
Surcty, may commit them to the Goal, 
If a Conſtable be negligent 1n his 
Office, when he is (ent for to part an 
Aﬀray, or doth not uſe his beſt endea- 
vour fo part them; this being preſen- 
ted by the Inqueſt at the Seffions of 
the Peace, ſuch Conſiable may be fined 
- Dalt.p.33. for it : Andit they have committed or 


of the Peace,they muſt attend the Goal- 
delivery or Scflions of the Peace, to de- 
a the Offences, for ah they were 
{o bound over or committed 
- "Mt A Conſtable going to Arreſt ary 
Palt.Ca, *, that has made an Afﬀray, may juſtifie 
his breaking open the doors; and it he 
flie, may in freſh purſuit follow him, 
vot only out of his own Liberty, but 
: even 


cauſed any to be bound over for breach | 
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even into another County; and if he 
overtake him in his own County, has 
ſtillin this caſe only as much Autho- 
rity to arreſt and catry'him before a 
Juſtice, as if he had taken him in his 
own Precins : But it he begotinto 
another County , the Conſtable can 
purſue there but as a private man, and 
muft get a Conſtable of that County to 
aflit him,and carry him beforea Juſtice 
there, and commit him (if the Cale 
Tcquire it) to the Goal of the County, 
where he ſhall be found. 

| Note, it is properly no Aﬀray, un- 
lels forme Weapons are drawn, or ſome 
ſtrokes ſtruck, or threatned tobe given, 


' or fome attempts to that purpole, by 


menacing geftures, or the like, And 
therefore meerly for opprobrious or 
hot words, the Conftable may not lay 
hands on them, unleſs they threaten 


to kill, hurt or beat one another, and Bro. 


then he may ſeize them to find Sure- Faux 
Impr, 6: 


ties to Keep the Peacez and where two 


Perſons be a fighting, though no hurt. 


done, he may apprehend them to tind 
ſuch Suretics 3 but if any perſon be 
dangerouſly wounded, the Conſtable 


ought-to Arreſt thoſe engaged in that Dalr. Ca 8. 


Aﬀray, and carry them toa-Juſtice, who! Kitchin. 
— = ig £2. 68... 
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1s either to Bail them tl] the next 
Goal-delivery, or commit them, tillit} 7 
be known how it will fare with the | 
party : for in caſe he dies withina year | 
and a day, the Fact 1s Felony. | 
For puniſhment of breach of peace | 
paſt, the Law is very ſparing in giving | 
any Authority to Conſtables, becauſe | 
they have no power Judicial, but Mi- | 
niſterial, and the uſe of his Ofhce is | 
rather for preventing or ſtaying of mil- | 
chiefs, than for puniſhing of offences) | 
for in that part he 1s rather to execute | 
the Warrants of the Juſticesz or when | 
ſuddain matter ariſeth- upon his view, | | 
or uotorious circumſtances, to appre- | 
| 


« 


hend Offenders, and carry them before 

the Juſtices, and only to Impriſon in. | 
caſes of necelity, where the Caſe by | 
reaſon of circumſiances ( as Night, | 
danger of Reſcue, or the like) will | 
not allow the preſcnt carrying before .| 
the Juſtice : And therefore note, that 

after an Aﬀray is over, the Conſtable | 
coming without a Warrant , cannot | 
Arreſt the Aﬀrayers,' except ſome per- | 
ſon amongſt them be in peril of death, | 
by hurt there received 3 yet before the ; 
Fray begun, and during the time there- 
of, he may Arrelt them without War- 
Lan. The 


ce | 


The Second part of the (onflables 
Subſtantive Office, or things he 
way ao by hu own Power, relates 
(as we told you) 4o matters of 
the Crown, and conſiſts chiefiyin 
Forr parts, 


1, Arreſt, 2, Search, 3, Huy 
and Cry, and the qth. Sei- 
zure of Goods. 


All which a Conſtable-may perform 
by vertue of his Office, without any 


. Warrant from the Juſtices. 


1, For firſt, It any Man will lay 
Murther or Felony to anothers charge, 
or do ſuſpedt him of Murder or Felo- 
ny, he may declare it to the Conſtable, 
and the Conſiable ought upon ſuch de- 
claration or complaint, to .carry him 
before a Juſticez and if by common 
voice or fame any man be ſuſpeRed,the 
Conſtable of duty ought to Arreſt him, 
and bring him before a Jaſtice to be 
examined, though there be no other 
Accuſation. 

2, Ifany Houle be ſufpected for re- 

B 5 * cciving. 


The Era Conſtable. N 2 " 


teeth a B 
. T ——_— FT 
be 5. 
Q23 
o 
4 


| mitted, the Confiable ought to rail: 


Nuſances, 
Bacons 
Caſcs, 

P. 28. 


The laſt Branch of this part of 4 


Tye Exaff Confftable, 
cciving or harbouring of any Felon 
the Conſtable upon complaint or com- 


mon fame, may Search, 
. It any flie upon a Felony com 


Hay and Cry»to take him, and in the 


mean time to ſeize his Goods, and tof 


Inventory them in the preſence of ho- 
neſt Neighbours. . 


Conſtables Office, as we ſaid, , 
fers to Nuſances and Diſoraers, 
though ot accompanied with vi. 
olence and breach of the Peact., 
which matters of Common Nw! 
ſance-and grievance, are of a ver)| 
variable Ne coco ting tothe 
ſeveral Comforts which Mam. 
Life and Society requireth, FL 


the Contraries which infeſt rhe 


ſame, 


In all which, be it matter of corrup-| 
ting Air, Water, or Victuals, or fiop-| 


ping, ſtraightning, or endangering 


Paſſage; or general deceits in Weights, 
Mcaſures, Sizes, cx Counterfeiting 
Waics 
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Warcs and things vendible : The Of- 
hce of the Conſtable, is to give (as 


them, and of the Offenders in Leets, 
that they may be puniſhed : But be- 
cauſe Leets a1e kept but twice a year, 


. and many of theſe things require pre. 


{ent or ſpeedy remedy, the Conſtables 
in things of notorious and vulgar na- 
ture, ought to forbid and repreſs them 
in the mean time. 


General Obſervations moſt neceſſary 


to be known concerning Con- 
* ſtables, Tything-men » Heaabo- 
roughs, &C, 


1. All the Caſes herein before or 
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much as ..in him lies) information of 


The Pre- 


afterwards declared, touching the Of- cin& of 


fice and Duty of theſe Othcers, muſt 
be ſo underſtood as to Authorizeand 
charge them within their own Limits 
and Precin&s only, for which they 


the Con- 
ſtables 
Office. . 


were choſen, and no further : For al- 


though they are bound to look to the 
Peace, ſuppreſs Felons, Exccute Juſti- 
ces Warrants, and the like, yet allthis 


.1s meant within their own Hundreds, 


Pariſhes and Tythings only , within 
which 
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which alone they have Authority and 
power, unleſs in the ſpecial Caſe of 
purſuing an offender that flics from 
them out of their own Liberties, carry- 
ing a MalcfaGor to the next Juſtice, 
or tothe Goal, or thelike; for other- 


—" 


wiſe, out of their @ewn PrecinGs they | 


have no more Authority than a private 
man, nor ate they there bound to do 
any "_ things appertatning to their 
Office, any mnre than any o:her man is. 


TI" A 


_a_ 


Refuſal to 2+ Theſe Officers gencrally in the 
Aid him. Execution of their Othce, when need 


Breo. is, or any reſiſtance or danger is appre- | 

hended, may charge fo many of their | 

203, Neighbours, or others of all forts of | 
able mcn, as he ſhall think meet, to | 
Aid and Aﬀfiit them; and ifany perſon | 


Treſp. 
43 1. Dalr, 


ſhall rcfuſe or neglc& ſo to do, he may 
be Fined and Impriloned for it at 
the Quarter Sciſions, 
Breaking 3- Though every mans Houſe be 
open eſteemed his Caſtle, and great reſpect 


Doors. be given it by the Law, yet theſe Ofh- || 
cers, if they cannot otherwile get in, | 
12. Edw. Pay Juſiifie the breaking opena mans | 
&- 9+ Houſe in theſe Caſes following : To | 


Palr. 176. 
Coo. 8.92 


ſearch after, or Arreſt any perſon tor 


Treaſon, Murder, Felony, or iuſpict- | 
on of the ſaid Crimes, that is, or 1s : 


pr0- 


ww 


| 


| 
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probably thought to be in the Houle : 
To take a man thatshath dangerouſly 


wounded another, and is fled into the 
Houſe, to appeaſe a Fray that is in the 


Houle, eſpecially it there be any cry of 


Murder, to apprehend a Popiſh Recu- 


fant upon a Warrant to break open 


the Houle, upon a Warrant to take a 
Conventicle where they ſhall be in- 
formed one is held within, to ſeize the 


perſons met, by the Star. 22. Car. 


2. Car. 1. But to Icvy the Fines Aﬀeſſed 
on perſons preſent at Conventicles, 
they cannot, juſtihe breaking open 
doors, ſeveral both at Kent and Eſſex 
Aſſizes having been ſued thereupon 3 
likewiſe in the day time, they may 
force into any Houſe upon aWarrant to 
{carch for uncuſtomed Goods by the 
Stat. 12. Car. 2. Ca. 19. and 14:Car.2. 
Ca. 11. And generally in Caſes where 
the Kings Majeliy is immcdiately con- 
cerned, or has any Intereſt, But in all 


theſe Cafes, - the Othcer before he does . 


break open the Houle, mult ſignifie the 


cauſe of his coming, and rcquire the - 


door tobe open'd, 


3x « 
+43 


4. *Tis very dangerous to oppole neſting 


or hinder thele Officers in the perfor- 


' mance and cxccution of their Office. 
For * 


Cory 
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© - For to kill one of them 1s wiltul Mur- 
* Coo. 4. der, ccrtainly pumiſhable with death, 
| 40. 9.9. though he that did it, had no real in- 
£Broo. tent nor delign to kill him, yet the 
| Treſp. Law conſtrues it Murder, becauſe a- 
: 296. Dalt. . . 
297% gainlt a miniſter of Juſtice 3 to beat or 
wound any ſuch Officer in the doing 
of his Office, is a great Treſpaſs, not 
to be recompenſed without conſidera» 
ble damages 3 and even otherwiſe to 
abuſe him in doing of his Othce , as a- 
foreſaid, with reviling Language, 1s a 
miſdemeanor that may cauſe the Ot- 
fender to be bound to his Good beha- 
viour, 

As the Law thus prote&s her Oth- 
cers, ſoit no leſs disfavours thoſe that 
ſhall oppole them. And therefore if the 
party that is to be Arreſted, ſhall make 
rcfittance, aſſault the Officer, or any of 
-his Afiſtants, or labour to make. an 
Eſcape, the Officer may juſitfe the bea- 
ting, yea,the wounding him alſo; and 
B 1t it be upon a Warrant, to Arreſt one 
FJudges | Indicted of Felony, he may juſithe the 
{ Opinion. :kjlling. him, if he cannot otherwiſe 
| 5+ GaFe take him, or if being taken, he reſiſt or 
. Jac Mic. 

»Ca. 5. And for their further indempnity in 


> _ the lawtul execution of their Othces, it 
; EMO $454 ; 1s 


- 
. 
- 
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is provided by {pecial Statutes, That 
It any Action, Bill, or 'Suit, as Tref- 


pals, falſe Impriſonmcnt, or the like, - 


ſhall be commcnced or brought againſt 
any Conſtable, Tything- men, Church- 
wardens, Ovetfeers for the Poor, and; 
otherOfficers there particularly named, 


Or any of their Afﬀiltants, for or con - 


cerning any matter or cauſe, by them 
or any of them done, by virtue of their, 
or any of thezjr Offices, or by any per- 
ſons in their Aid and Aflifiance, or by 


their commandment. 


I. That every ſuch Action or Suit 
ſhall be brought and laid within the 
County, where the Treſpaſs or Fact 
ſhall be done and committed; and not 
elſewhere. ' 

2. That all ſuch Officers-and their 
Aſliftants may.plcad the peneral fue, 
Not guilty, to all ſuch Actions, and 
give the ſpecial matter in evidence. 

. 3» Thatin all ſuch Cafes where the 
Verdict pafſeth for the Detendant, or 
the Plantiff is Nowſuiz, or dilcontinues 
his Suit, theſe Officers (hall be allow'd 
double Cofts to be recovered, 'as other 


Defendants, to recover their uſual 


Colis. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


How Conſtables are to diſcharge 
their Duty in Relation. 10 War- 
rants ſent to them from Fuſlices 
of Peacee 


| © we have (ſpoken of the 
Conſtables Office, as: *tis Sub- 
ſtantive, and of it ſelf, we come now 
to conlider it as the fame 1s ſubſtituted 
and adſiricted to the precepts of the 
Juſtices; for which, 

I. Note, That theſe Ofbcers muſt 
with all rcſpe&, receive the Warrants 
of the Juſtice of Petce. For if a War- 
rant be directed and brought to one 
of theſe Officers, and he ſha]l (hew anv 
negle& or contempt. of it, as by fling- 
ing it into the dirt, &c. or do not with 
all care, ſecrefie, and diligence, exccute 
the ſame, theſe are Mifdemeanors, for 
which he may be either bound to the 
Good- behaviour, or be Indicted and 
Fined : And by.a ſpecial Statute (7) 
there is a great charge laid upon. the 
Officers within the {eycral Counties of 
Wales, 


EEE 


-” 


. ade Id mn 


there, 


2, The Officer muſt well conſider you far 
what he goes about for though it be bound to 
true that he is not obliged to queſtion, 9><Y 
nor may he diſpute the Authority. of 
the Juſtice, or legality of his Warrant 
in things belonging to his Office. For 
if the Juſtice mitiake and go beyond 
his Authority in the manner of pro- 
ceeding, in a Cale wherein, for the 
matter, he hath Cognizance : As if he 
ſend a Warrant to him; to Arreſt any 
man for the Peace or good Behaviour 
without any Cauſe, or to take a man 
for a Felony when none is done: In 
theſe and the like Caſes the Officer 1s 
bound *to exccute it, and (hall be ex- 
cuſed therein, But if the matter, a- 
bout which the Warrant is, be ſuch as 
15 out of the juriſdiction of the Juſtice 
of Peace, I mean, wherein he 1s no 
Judge. 
the Conſtable to levy of the Goods of 
7. L. ten poundgdebt, which he doth 
oweto him, or to any perſon 3 and all 
this appears by the Warrant it (elf. lin 
this and ſuch like Caſes it is agrced, 
- that the Officer may refuſe to execute 
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Wales, That they be careful to execute 
the Warrants of Juſtices of the Peace 


Warrants. 


As. if heſend his Warrant to 


it, 


F 26 


Tn ſome 
| Caſes, 
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it,and may not without danger obey it, 
And here we muſt diſtinguiſh be- 


_ tween things apparent, and things can- 


cealed, between ſmaller and more great 
and notorious miſtakes: As it a Juſtice 
ſend a Warranr to levy of a man ten 
pounds becauſe he hath ſworn an Oath, 


or to ſell the one half of the Goods of a 


man convide before him, for (wearin 


four Oaths, when perhaps the Goods 


are worth an Hundred pounds; or 
fend a Verbal Warrant only to one that 
1s abſent (tor if he be in his prefence, 
'tis good) or Tend a Warrant to the 


ConRiable, requiring him to do ſome- 


thing out of his Precin&s ; In theſe 
and the like groſs Caſes the Conſtable 
15 not bound to obey, nor ſhall he be 
excuſed if he do it. But if the Juſtice, 
where he hath power to ſend a man'to 
Priſon after ten days, for ſuch an of- 
fence or default, grant a Warrant 
to ſend him to Priſon before the ten 
days are out; or, it when!-7 fome As 
of Parliament, he is dirccd to ſend a 
Warrant under his Hand and Sea), he 
ſend it Only under his Hand; or where 
he is to-dire&t it to the Conſtable and 
Church-wardens, he ſend it to the 


OT; — — td > JA ware Q) wy 


Conftable or Church- wardens, . ec. * 
| In 
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In ſuch petty miſtakes,it ſeems reaſon- 


| able, the Officer ſhould notwithſtand- 


ing execute it, and be exculcd therein: 
Wherefore my Advice to Officers, is, 


to conſider well of the Warrant, and. 


if they find the thing required to be 


_ | done, be nothing but what is ordinary, 


and hath bcen uſed to be done by ſuch 
Officers; then todo it. Butif it be to 
do any thing unuſual, new and extra- 
ordinary, That then, without any con- 
cempt and ftubbornneſs, they. endea- 
vour tobe well adviſed betore they do 
it 3 though at this day the Commiſli. 


| ons for the Peace, in each County, are 


fill'd with ſuch diſcreet, judicious, and 
intelligent Gentlemen, that we con- 
ceive ſuch a Warrant abſolutely de- 
tkeive, or dangerous, for the Officer 
o execute, will rarely, if ever happen : 
However, for theſe things, See Coo. 10. 
76.6.54.14, H:3+16. Broo. Faux Impri- 
ſonment. $. 


3. If any Officer Arreſt any man un- 


der pretence of a Warrant, he ought to 
have his Warrant firſt, and direQted a- 
gainſt the right perſon. For it he Ar- 
reſt firſt, and bring the man to the 
Juſtice, and then get a Warrant todo 
ic, ſuch Arreſt is falſe Impriſonment - 
an 
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| Warrant, 


and the ſubſequent Warrant, though 
Antedated, ſhall not mike it lawfal; 
likewiſe if a Warrant be intended a- 
gainſt F. K. (who is the Detinquent) 
but be fent againſt H. C. another man, 
in this Cafe the Ofkcer cannot Arreſt 
IT. K. by an avcrment of the- intend- 
ment, but muft Arreſt I. D. For he is 
bound to follow the expreſs words of 
his Warrant, and not to exceed it, for 
that may be dangerous + yet this 1s to 
begunderſiood , cam grano Salis with 
diſcretion, viz. That when any thing 
15 commanded, all that doth neccflarily 


conduce to the performance thereof, | 


and-without which ic cannot be done, 
15 commanded alſo. And therefore fo 
much'may be done, although not cx- 
preſly ſet down in the Warrant. 


4. A Warrant from a Juſtice of | 


Peace by word of mouth, is as good in 


ſome Cafes as a Warrant in writing, 


As if a Riot, or other breach of the 
Peace happen in his preſence, he may 
by word of meuth command the Ofh- 
cers or any others, to Arreſt the Offen- 
ders to find Sureties for the Good: be- 
haviour in the firſt, or for the Peace in 
the laſt caſe; ard if they refule to put, 
in ſuch Surcties, he may likewiſe by: 

—_— word 
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; Dot toſhew his Warrant to the party, palr. 28. 


word of mouth, commar.d to convey 
them to the Goal; But in other caſes 
his Verbal Order to an Officer for Ot- 
fences committed out of his preſence, is 
no ſufficient Warrant, And it he ſend 
an Order by meſſage only, to an Officer 
to Arreſt a man, and carry him to 
Goal, the Conſtable any lawfully re- 
fuſe 1 it» 

5. A Conſtable or other publick Shewing 
{worm Officer ( though he be , not the War- 
known to the party Arreſted) needs 7: wn 
when he comes to ſerve it upon him, c4 
although he demand it. Burt other- ; 
wiſe it is, when one that is no Officer, 
hall Arreſt a man on a Juſtices Ware 
rant; for he muſt ſhew his Warrant. _ : 
And the ſworn or known Officer alſo, =} 17 
muſt upon the Arreſt, declare the con- {ag 
tents of the Warrant to him. And{: $51 ll 
note, that a Conſtable, or the like Offi- \-; _*:.* 3 
cer gives ſufficient notice what: he is, *. '* 75 
when he faith to the party I Ar- = 
reſt you in tbe Kings Name (tor thoſe 
oak are an Arrcſt in Law , although 
he never lay. hands on him) and the 
party ſo Arrcſted muſt at his peril o- 
bey, though he know him not to be an 
OL: ;. for if tre have no lawful War- 
rant, 
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Eſcapes, 


Priſoner again by a freſh purſuit after | 
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rant, he has his remedy by Action of 
falſe Imprifonment againſt him. Theſe 
Ofhicers having apprehended any pcr- | 
ſon, ought to be very vigilant to Keep | 
him fafe, and prevent Eſcapes, efpeci- | 
ally if the Arreſt be for matter of Felo- | 
ny; for there an Eſcape ſuffer'd vo- | 
luncarily, is Felony in the Officer 3 and | 
whatever the caule of the Arrcki be; 
and be the Eſcape (uffer'd either vo- 
luntarily, or involuntarily, and by neg- 
ligencez it the Officer do not take the 


” 


him, he (hall be Fined for it according 
to his Offence, at the diſcretion of 
thoſe that ſha}l be Judges of the Caule, 
who (I muſt tell you, leſt any man 
ſhould flatter himfclt with hopes of 
coming off at an cafe rate)have power 
to fet his Fine to the value of all his 
Goods, it they think fit; nor is this 
hard or unreaſonable, fince theſe Ofh- 
cers going about their. duty may com- 
mand and take what Afliftance and 
help they pleaſe. And note, that if an | 
Officer take a man upon a Warrant, 
and lets him go, taking-his word that 
he ſhall come to him ſuch a day, togo 
before the Juſtice, and the party come 
not; this is an Eſcape in the _ 
Or 


for which he may be puniſhed 3 nay, 
- him upon his former Warrant , but 


| Party do make an Eſcape of his own 
| wrong, without conſent of the Officer, 


. ona freſh purſuit may take him again, 


_ of his Watch- men----Carry bim to the 
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it ſeems the Officer cannot -now Arreſt 


muſt procure a new one. But if the 2M 


there the Officer on the ſame Warrant, 


although he were got out of his ſight, 
or even out of his Liberty, as before 
was ſhewed in the former Chapter. - 
7. Although thele Officers (as by 
what we have ſaid appears) 'have 
Power in divers Caſcs to Impriſon or 
carry to the Goal 3 yct when the party 
by them committed, is actually in a 
Goal or Priſon, they have not power 
in any Caſe to (et himat liberty again, 
without carrying him bcfore a Juſtice, 
or other due Procel(s of Law 3 yet 1s 
not this ſo rigidly to be underſtood as 
the City- Conſtables generally conceit, 
Who hold, that if a perfon be taken 1n 
the Night on their Watch, who poſh- 
bly gives diſobliging Language , and 
thereupon che Conſtable fays to ſome 


Counter; Now they maintain, that 
after theſe words pronounced , the 


Conſtables on the parties ſubmiſſion, 
or 
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or proof of his being a civil perſon, er 
other inducement whatſoever, cannot 
call him back or diſcharge him, though 
he be not yet acually in the Counter, 
which ſecms a very vain and ground- 
le(s opinion. For if an Officer in caſe 


of an Aﬀeray, (hall only put the Aﬀray- | 


ors apart into the Stocks, or into ſore 


Houſe or Room, until the heat be over; 


*tis agreed in this Caſe, the Officer 
may of his own head (et them at liber- 
ty again, Ergo a fortiors in the other 
Cale. 

$. There is a like miſtake, that a 
perſon on a General Warrant , may 
chyſe what Jaſtice he will go before, 
which is not only againſt Law , but 
ſenſe, that the Ele&ion ſhould lie in 
the power of the Delinquent 3 or that 


the Officer ſhould be obliged to wait | 
- on him at his pleaſure; but he may 


carry him to what Juſtice he himſclt 
thinks fic; yet if the Warrant run on- 
ly To bring bim before me ( without 
adding, or any other of his Majefties 
Juftices ) then the Conſtable muſt 


carry him to the ſame Juſtice that 


granted the Warrant , and not elle- 
where. 


Loftly, | 


| 
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Laſtly, Note,that every perſon com- 


Charges to be levied (*) of his Ja 
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mitted to Goal, ought to bear his own #) St, 3. 


e, Oh; 


Goods and Chattels, on a Warrant to 10. 


that purpoſe to be granted by the 
Juſtice 3 but if he have not Goods, then 


the charge of Conveying him is to be 


born by the Pariſh where he is Appre- 
hended, by an indifferent Aﬀefiment 


| made by the Conſtable and Church- 


wardens, and two or more. of the In- 


| habitants, and allowed of by a Juſtice 


of Peace : And as for the Goaler, he is 


| bound to receive the Prifoner freely, 
 withgut taking any thing of the Officer 


that brings him. 


- 
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CHAP. V. 
"The Conſtables Duty by ſeveral 


Statutes, as concerning profant 
Swearing, profaning the Sah- 
bath, Drunkenneſs , diſturbing 
* Miniſters, Recuſants, Quakers, 


and Convernticles. 


WW E now proceed to partzcula-| 


rjze the Conſtables Office and 


Duty, as required and enjoyned by} 


* {ſeveral Statutes, having been the lar- 
ger in the two fore-going Chapters, as 
well for that we conceive thoſe things 


to be ablolutely neceſſary to be known | 


by all that would underſtanding]y dil. 
charge their Office; as alſo becauſe 


that ſome who lately have obtruded di- | 


recions for Conſtables on the World, 
have either wholly omitted , or very 
lamely and imperfectly delivered the 
ſame. : 

A Fove priacipiun-»== 
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the ſame is committed 3 the offence to 
be proved within twenty days, by two 
Witneſſes, or confeflion of the Party 
before a Juſtice, or chick Magiftrate of 
any Town Corporate, who upon ſuch 
Conviction are to iſſue out their War- 
rant to the Conſtable, Church-war- 
dens, and Overſeers, to levy the For- 
fcitures by diſtreſs and. fale of the Of- 
fenders Goods, reſtoring to him the 
Overplus : But if the Offender have no 
Goods that can be found, the Offender 
(ifabove 12 years of Ape) ſhallby the 
ſaid Officers by! Warrant, as aforeſaid, 
beſet in the Stocks three whole hours 3 
and if under 12 years old, and do not 
forthwith pay the forfeiture, then he 
or ſhe muſt be whip'd by the Confta- 
ble, or by the Parent or Maſter, in the 
Preſence of the Conſtable. 1Ii this 


were well obſerved, we ſhould not 


have our Streets : eccho thus with 
Oaths and horrid Exccrations. 


If any perſon go out of their own Profaning 
Pariſhes on the Lords day , for any *b! Sab- 


C 2 | Sports 
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We ſhall begin this Chapter with Prefane 
matters appertaining to Religion. All $7#47%%: 
perſons that profanely Swear or Curſe, | 
| for every ſuch Offence, forfeit 12. 4d. to 
| the uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh where 
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Sports or Paſtimes, as Bu/l-baiting, 
Bear-baiting , Interludes , (or Stage-\ 0t 
plays ) each perſon forfeits 3 s. 4d.| d: 
to the uſe ot the Poor of that Pariſh| al 
where the offence is committed, it be-| a! 
ing a ſufficient Conviction, if done in|} (t 
the preſence of a Jultice, or proved by} 13 
the Oath of one Wi:ncls or more, -or| C 
Confcſlion of the Party, upon which| P 
the Juſtice or chiet Magiſtrate of a| b 
Corporation is to dirc@ his Warrant, | tl 
under his Hand and Seal, to the Con-( Þ 
ſtables ox Church-wardens, to levy the| © 
penalty by diſirels and fale of the Ot- 
tenders Goods, returning the overplus ; 
in default of diſtreſs found, to ſet them 
in the Stocks three hours 3 but note, 
the Offender muſt be proſecuted with- 
in one Month. Stat. 1. Car. I. 
Every perſon Keeping, or being pre- 
ſent at any Wreſtlings, Shootrngs, 
Bowlings, Ringing of Bells for plea 
ſure, Mask, Wake, Church-Ale, Dan- | 
cing, Games, Sports, or Paſtimes, for-| 
feits 55. if above fourteen years 
Age; or if under, 12d. by them, un- 
der whoſe Tuition He or She is; to be 
Levied on a Warrant by the Conſtable 
aS aforeſaid, or for want of diſtreſs, to 
be ſet three hours in the Stocks; 
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The fame Statute puniſheth all Car- 
riers, Waggoners, Carters, Wain-men, 


ters, 
vers or 


or Drovers Travelling on the Lords gurchers, 


day, with the forfeiture ot 20 5, An 

all Butchers that kill or fell any Victu- 
a's on that day, forfcits 6.y. 8, p. Which 
ſums after Convidion , may by War- 
rant be [levied by the Conſtable or 
Church-wardens, to the ule of the 
Poor, where the offence is committed, 
by diftrc(s and (ale of Goods, rendring 
the ov<er-plus; the Conviction (hall 


cer, conkeflion of the Party, or Oath of 
two or more Witneſſes: And for «n= 
couragement, the Juſtice, Mayor, ec. 
may reward the Intormer with a third 
part of the penalty, laid on the Buther, 
but all theſe offences muſt be proſecu- 
ted within ſix Months. And as to 
Carriers.e*c.there (hall be but one 20 x. 
forfeited for one;Journey, though they 
paſs through ſeveral Parithes 3 - which 
20 5, that Pariſh ſhall have where the 


- diftreſs is firft taken. 3. Car. I. Ca--Ie 


Dalt. fo. 13 4+ 


-# be by view of the Juſtice or citict Oth-" 


Drunken- 


The Conſtable or other Inferiour nefs. St. 4. 
Officer in every Parifh, ſhall preſent at Jac. Ca. 5, 


the Afﬀizes, Sc{hons, and Court Leets 


21. 
* Ca,7. Dalt: 


Jac. 


all common Tipplers and Dcunkards chap, -, * 
and 
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and if they negle& to ſerve the Juſtice} gy 
Warrant of diſtreſs or punithment| ;y 
. gainſt Townſmen, orother continuing 4g 
Tipling in any Inn, Ale-houſe or Vidu| 9; 
aling houſe, contrary to the Statute] fe 
or againſt perſons tor being drunk ,; 
that is to ſay, three ſhillings and foul} (, 
pence for Tipling, and five (hillings for 
being drunk to the ule of the Poor, tof y; 
be levied on the Offenders Govds, and} x 
{ale thercot efter {fix days default off 1, 
payment, reſtoring the overplus ; And| 
;n caſe nodilireſs can be found, to (| ] 
the Tipler in the Stocks for four| þ 
hours, and the Drunkatrd for fix hours, | q 
the Conviction being by the view ol] | 
any Major or head Officer of a Corp&| , 
ration, or Juſtice of Peace within their} | 
reſpe&ive Limits, or by the Oaths of} | 
two Witnelles, (but by the S24e. 2 Fac} | 
5. the Magiſtrates view,his own Con-| | 
tcllion, or one Wi.nels is ſufficient to] | 
convict him) I fay, it in this cale the 
Conſtable negle& his duty, he himfelf | 
torteits ten ſhillings to the uſe of the 
Poor, to be levied upon his Goods by 
diſtrels and fale as aforelaid ; But 
note that thoſe offences muſt be profes ) 
cuted and inquired of within fix 
months after they were committed : 
But 


\ 
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Ci Bat thoſe that are convicted a ſecond 
ita time, ſhall be bound with two Sureties- 
"1g to be of the good behaviour 3 and the 
It! Oath of any one that confeſſeth the of= 
ue! fence, ſhall be a good conviction a- 
Ki) oainft any offending with him at the 
| lame time. * 

s for Any perſon diſturbing a lawful Mi- DiÞurbing 
» fol piſter in Preaching, Praying, or admi- 9 9ni- 
and niftring the Sacrament, ſhall preſent- =o 

of ly be apprehended by the Conſtable or 

\nd| Church-wardens, and carried before a 

Juſtice, who may, if he pleaſe, commit 

"ur! bim co ſafe cuftody, and within fix 

15] days may with another Juſtice, if 'they 

of find the offence proved by two Wit- 

| neſſes, commit him to the Goal for , 

tt three months, and from thence till the 

of} next Scflions ,, where giving Security 

& forthe good behaviour, he may be dif- 

-| charged, otherwiſe to continue in Pri- 

0] fonctillhe do ſubmit. He that reſcues 

©) fuchan offender, (hall ſuffer Impriſon- 

f ment, and alſo forfcit 5 }. which ſum 

* | the Inhabitants likewiſe forfeit, if they 

' ufferhim to eſcape, St. 2. Mar. Seſſ.3: 

Ca. 3. Yet quere whether this Statute 

'* bein force, for ſome think it repealed 

by the 1 Eliz, Ca. 2. See Dalt. Ca. 4t. 
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Recuſants 
St. 35. E- 
I1zZ. Ca. 2: 


Ca. 6. 
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St. 7, Jac.” 


Recuſants above fixtcen years of}. 
age convicted, ſhall repair to their u-| 
{ual dwelling, or where their Father} 
or Mother dwells, and not rcmove a- ; 
bove five miles from thence, on pain off 
forfciting all their Goods, and their} 
Lands and Annuitics for life, and 
therefore they are to give their names 
in writing to the Minifter and Confta- 
bles, who are to enter them in a book, | 
and tranſmit them to the Scſlions, there 


to be Inrolled. þ-. 


The Conflables and Church-war- | 
dens ought once every year , at the 
Quarter Scſfions, to preſent all Popiſh 
Recuſants with their Servants and 
Children above nine years old , that 


come not to the Church monthly, on | 


pain of forfciting 20 s. ' Which pre- 
{entment_ the Clerk of the Peace, or 
Town Clerk is to Record without fee, 
or he forfeits 40 y. + And for every 
ſuch Recuſant Indicted and Convided, | 
not before convicion) the Conſtables, | 
&@-c.. that preſented him, ſhall have 
4.0 5s. out of his Goods. 
It the Miniſter, petty Conſtable, or 
Church- wardens of any Pariſh, or any 
two of them,ſhall complain to a Juſtice 
of the I of any perſon mags | 
OT- 
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-of Recuſancy, ſuch Juſtice ray tender 
-the Oath of Supremacy: to the perſon 


{ulſpe&ed; and if he refuſe £0 take it, 
commit him to Goal cill the next Af- 
ſizes or Sefſions 3 where it he again re- 
fuſe, he incurrs a premunirez but in 
caſe it be a Femc Covert, (he (hall only 
be continued in priſon without Bail 
till ſhe take it. 
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uakers that ſhall maintain an 2#krs 


take an Oath lawfully tendred, or 


meeting under .pretence of Religion, | 


tothe number ot five or more, bcing 
convicted by Verdi, confcflion or no- 
toriouſne(s of the Fatt; for the firfi 
offence forfeit any ſum that the Judges 
pleaſe, under 5 1. to be levied by di- 


ſtre(s 3. or for want thereof, and upon - 
non-payment in-a week, to fiand com- 


mitted three months without Bail, to 


the Goalor Houſe of Correcioin. For 


the ſecond offence 107. or fix months 
Impriſonment, as aforclaid. The 
third offence is Tranſportation. And 
in all theſe things Confiables are to be 
lubſcrvient in the exccution of the 
Jaltices Warrants to them directed. 2s 
well for diſtraining and {ling the E- 
{fate of ſuch as axe to be Tranfported, 

C5 as 


. Oath 1n all Caſes anlawtul, or rcefule to _ CAT: 2. 
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as for levying the ff and ſccond for- 
feiturer. tor1f they neglect their du- 
ty herein, thcy forfeit 5 1. for every 
offence, $7. 16. Care. 2. Ca. 4 

If any Contiable, Headborough, 
Tytching-man, Church- warden, or Q- 


2. verſeer of the Poor, ſhall know ug 


credibly informed of. any Conventicl 
(that is, any mceting, of five Perſons, 
or mere, above the Family, under co- 
lour of Religion, in other manner than 


according to the Liturgy of the Church | © 
of England) within his Precinds, and? * 
ſhall not inform ſome Juſtice or Entt | 
Magiftrate, but negle' his duty in ex- 


ccution of this Statute, he forſeits 5l. 
And a Juftice or chief Magiſtrate, it be 
neglect. (hall torfeit an 109l. One halt 
to thc Intormer. 


By the lame "EY Condables | 


Headboronghs, Tything-men,Church- 


wardens, and Over-ſecrs of the Poor, | 


arc Authorized and Required, having 
firlt received a Warrant under the 
Hands and Seals of one or more Juſtt- 
ces or chick Magillrate, to levy the 
anes and forteitures Aﬀſclled on thoſe 
who hall be preſent at (uch Conventi- 
cles, Which are as follows, 


Pom, QI 
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The firſt offence to be Recorded, and 
a Fine of 5 s. impoled. The ſecond of- 
tenceaFine of 109, Both theſe Fines 
to be levied by diltreſs on the Offen- 
ders goods; or in caſe of his Poverty, 


. on the goods of any other Perſon,con- 


vigcd tor being preſent at the ſame 


Conventicle, at the Juftices diſcretion. 


Every Preacher convidcd, forteits 
201, for the firſt, and 401. for the ſe- 
cond offence, if unknown.or thought 


' unable to pay, to be levied on any per- 
© ſons preſent, | w 


And every one that ſuffers ſuch 
Conventicle in his or her Houſe, Out- 
houſe, Barn, Yard, or Backlide,forfcits 
201. In caſe of their Poverty, to be 
levied on any other .preſent, provided 
that no one perſon (hall pay above 10 /. 
for any one meeting, in regard 'of the 
Poverty of others. 

All ſuch monies levied, the Conſta- 


| bles, &&e, are to deliver to the Juſtices, 


&c. to be divided, one third part to 
the King, another to the Poor of the 
Pariſh, where the offence was com- 
mited, andthe othcr third to the In- 
formers, &c. 

It is there alſo Enated , That by a 
Wariapt from one or more Þuſticzs, or 
ms 
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* Watch and 


Ward, St, 


þ a2. Ed. 1. 
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the chick Magiſtrate of a Corporation, | 
the Conſtables, Headboroughs , and þ 


Tything-men ( Overſeers are not 


named) may, with their afliliance, af-- 


ter refuſal or denial to enter, break 0- 


pen any Houſe where they ſhall be 1n- | 


formed a Conventicle is, and ſecure ; 
l\ a 
when they go to levy the Diftreſſes or For- Þ- 
feitures. . 1. 

Note, A Feme Covert offending, } 
and Cohabiting with her Husband, thee }; 


the perſons. But noſuch power is given, 


peraltics of 5 5. and 10g. ſhallbe levi- | 


ed on the goods of the Husband. 


| CHAP. VI. 
The. Conſtables Office, Concerning 
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Watching and Warding, Hue | 


and Cries, Riots, Forcible En- 


tries Arms , Chinmey-money ,, 


Cuſtoms and Exciſe. 


LL Conſtables within their Pres 
cints, are to keep a Night- 
watch from Aſcenſion day { commonly. 
called Holy Thurſday) till Michaelmas 
txomSun-(etting to Sun-riling, by two 
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to Watch, only by their reſpeQive 


or four men, according to the largeneſs 
of the Precind. | 
Concerning which, theſe things are 
to be noted. k 
1. That none but Inhabitants of the Kitchin-; 
ſame Town or Precin& are compella- 45, 48, 494 
ble to Watch and Ward. Dalr. ], P, 
2. They muft be men of diſcretion, &# 59% 
able bodies, and ſufficiently armed. F 
3. The ſaid Inhabitants are bound . 
turns, or by the Houle according to the 
cuſtom of the place, and not unequally - 
at the Arbitrary pleaſure of the Con- 
fable. For though the Conſtable ex 
officio, is to oxder it, and mayenlarge it 
upon occaſion, yea he cannot change 
the courſe of it, ſo as to make ſome 
Watch, and excule others. | 
4. It any perſon ſo .compellable. to 
Watch, ſhall refuſe ſo to do, or neglc& 
his. duty therein, the Conſtable may 
preſent ſuch a perſon at the Aﬀſizes or 
Seſſions, or oemplain of ic toa Juſtice, 
who may bind the Offender to the 
aw; Behaviour. And ſome hold that 
the Conſtable in ſuch a cafe, may of his 
own Authority fet ſuch refulcrs- in the 
Socks. 
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5. That in dctault 'of this Watch, 
the Townſhip may be Fined., and 
therefore the Conſtable is to ee it be 
done in an orderly way, and complain 
and petit reQtiticd if it be neglected, 

6. Theſe Watchmen are toexamine 
all Strangers that paſs by them in the 
Night, and if chey find them ſuſpici- 
ous, may Arreſt and detain them till 
Morning 3 and if they rcfule to obey, 


may levy Hue and Cry to take them, 


and if ohey refift, may juſtifie beating of 
them; or (et them in the Stocks ot 
Cage till Morning; and then if no 
ſuſpicion be found in them, they may 
diſcharge them3but if there be grounds 
ro ſuſpe& them, then they mult deli- 
ver them into the hands of the Confta- 
ble, to have them before a Juſtice, that 
he may upon Examination, commit, 
bind over, or acquit them as he (hall 
fee cauſe. Furthermore, theſe Watch- 
men are tc Apprehend Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, Eveſdroppers, aRd all ſuch as 
ſhall go orride unlawtully Armed, ec. 
See the Stat. of Wincheſter and Lamb. 
Offce of Conſt. p. 12 
Every Conſtable is to Icvie Hue and 
Cry where there is cauſe, and ſ{cnd it 
Eaſt, Wclt, North, and Scuth, Wheyein 
"(15- 
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ſerving the peace, yet here it properly 


tis belt to expres the nature of the 
things Stoln, and to deſcribe the Fe- 
lonsz and when ſuch Hue and Cry 
comes to an Officer, he muſt with all : 
ſpced make diligent purſuit both by | .... ? 
Horſe and Foot, after the Offender &; —_ 
from Town to Town, the way it is : 
ſent, and to make diligent ſearch in all 
ſuſpicious places within his own pre- 2 
cin&s. © For otherwiſe both the Con- hs $ 
fable and the Hundred may ſuffer for 5.5 med 
the negle4, and the Hundred where ca, 69. F- 
freſh/purſuit ceaſeth ſhall an{wer half Lambard” 
the damages tothe Hundred where the Office of 3 
Felony was committed. Conſt<=2 p 

Though we have before declared , 
the Conſiables duty, in relation to pre- 


S - 


falls in to adviſe, that a Conſtable ha- 
vivg.a Warrant trom a: Juſtice of 'Peace 
to Arreſt a perſon, to hind Sureties for 
the Pcace, if afterwards he receive a 
Swperſedeas.cither out of Chancery,e#c. 
or from any other Juſtice of the ſame 
County, to diſcharge the putting in 
{nch Sureties; he ought to defift from 
urging the party further to put in 
Surcties, for he may then lawfully re- 
fuſe to do it 3 andit the Conſtable Ar- 
cli him for ſuch refuſal, *tis falſe Ime. 


pIt- 


 priſonment. But in ſuch caſe 'tis good 

. the Officer do keep the Swperſedeas for 
his better diſcharge, it he ſhall be called 
to an account for not ſerving the War- 

S-. rant directed to him. 

F 2s St, All Sheriffs, Conſtables, and other 

F 2». R. 2, the Kings Officers,ſhallfuppreſs Riots, 


| Ca. 8 and Imprifon the Rioters,and all other 


or Offenders againſt the Peace, Now for 
'Y the better underſtanding of this, you 
muſt note, that when three or more 
perſons aſſemble themſelves to do any 
unlawful a& with force, againſt the 
perſon of another, his goods or pol- 
{cflions, as to Kill, Beat, or Impriſon 
him, to pull down a Houſe, Wall, Pale; 
Hedge or Ditch, wrongfully, to enter 
upon, or into another mans Poſſcſſions, 
Houſe or Lands, or to cut or take away 
his Corn, Graſs, or Woods, or unjuſt- 
ly to hunt in any Park or Warren, ec. 
If they only meet to ſuch a purpoſe or 
intent, though they afterwards depart 
of their own accord, without attemp- 
ting any thing 3 this isan unlawful A(- 
Y3 {cmbly : If after ſuch meeting they 
| AR, ſhall ride, g0, or move forwards to- 
wards the execution of ſuch their 1n- 
tzntion, whether they put it in execu- 
tion or not, t)1is15a Routz and if they 

| do 


 apnlawful 
1 f ſſembly. 
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' away their Weapons,and cauſe them to 


do any ſuch unlawful a& indeed, then 
tisa Riot, Bro, Titl. Riots 4. 5+ Cok: 3+ 
part Tſtit. fo. 176. 

If a Conſtable or any private perſon ,,,.;,y + 
of the ſame County, in caſe of a torci- extry. rg, © 5 
ble entry, refuſe to aid and aflili the Rich. 2. * 
Juſtices upon their requeſt to remove © 5. 2» 
the force, or convey the parties to | 
Goal, he may be Impriloned and tined 
forhis neglc. ; 

If any perſon ſhall ride or go Armed Arms.St.ze 7 
offenſively before the Kings Juſtices, Ed-3- * 
&c. or in Fairs or Markets, or elfe- v* 3: 
where by night, or by day, to the af- 
frightment of his Majcſtics People, the 
Conſtable upon fight thereof, may take 


be apprized as forfeited to the King, 

and carry the parties before a Juſtice to 

find Sureties for the Peace, But by 

the ſame Statute *cis provided that 

the Kings Servants in his preſence, 

Sheriffs and their Officers, and other 

the Kings Miniſters, and ſuch as are 

purſuing Hue and Cry, may bear Aris 

or Weapons. | 23 
All High and Petty Conſtables, and 14 Car. 24 

other Officers within their ſeveral Pa» £43. 

Tiſhes, are to be aiding to ſuch perſons 

as by Warrant from the Lords Lieute- 

nants,, 


4 

: 

El 

J' 4 
; 


| ; Tbid. 4nd 
| 7 Stat. 15, 
{2A 7Ar. 2, 


* 


- n " bs 23; ES 


SO, _ + V ——_ 
- "» g : - _ 
4 : ES” ; 
/ J 
{ O 
*Y 


> NP 


"Che Exaft Conſtable. | 


tenants, or any two of their Deputies, 
under their Hands and Seals, to fearch 
for, and ſeize Arms in the poſſcfiion of 
perſons judged dangerous, and tofſe- 
cure the ſame, and to give an account 
thereof to ſuch Officers : But this 
ſearch is to be made only in the day- 
time, bctween Sun-rife and Sun-ſet,, 
and not otherwiſe, unleſs in Towns 

Corporate, Markct- Towns, or Houſes 
near Loudon, Within the Bills of Mor- ' 
cality, for there ſearch may be 1a the 
night,if the Warrant ſo requires.In caſe. 
of Refiſtance,they may enter with force; 
but ſuch Arms ſo ſeized, afterwards, if 
the Lieutenants, or any two of theit 
Deputies think fit, may be reſtored to 
the Owners. 

Conftables by Warrant under the 
Hands and Seals of the Lord Lieute- 
nant, or any three or more of the De- 
puty Lieutenants, maſt levy all ſuch 
money , forteitures, and payments 
charged on any perſonwithin their Li- 
berties, for furniſhing of Arms, Horſe, 
or Foot, or payment of Souldicrsz and 
where ſufficient diſtreſs cannot be 
found, the Conſtable by like Warrant 
from the Lieutenancy, may corgmit 
the Offender to Priſon, till he pay- 
Though 
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eve, and examine whether there be a- 


Though the Duty of high and pet- Cham 
ty Conſtabks about Chimney money, #99 
as 1t was firft appointed by the Statutes 
of 14 Car. 2, Ca. 10. and 15. Car. 2. 
Ca. 13.15 now much alterd. particular 
Officers being appointed for the Col- . 
1ecing thereof by the Stat. ,of 16 Car. 16 Car. ® 
2, (a. 3. 2 Ca. 3, 3 
Yet by the ſame Statute, all Juſtices, = 
chiet Magiſtrates, Treaſurers, and un- 
der Treaſurers, Conſtables, and other 
Officers within their ſeveral limits, are 
to be aiding to his Majeſties Officers 
appointed for ColleFing the duty of 
Hearth-money. : 
Such ColleRors once every year, Ibid. 
accompanied with the Conſtable or 
Tything-man, or in Pariſhes or places 
where there is none, without ſuch aſlt- 
ſtance, may in the day-time enter any 
Houſe, Edifice, Lodging or Chamber, 


ns be” | 


ny more Fire hcarths qr Stoves, than > 
formerly returned, and what arein« _.'.;-58.5 
creaſed or decreaſed fince the laſt Cir- | 
tificatez and if they tind any variance, 
both ſuch Colle&or, and the Conſta- 
ble or Tything- man are to certifte the 
ſame under their Hands to the Clerk of 
the Peace, 

If 
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If the Party after demand made at 
the premiſes where the duty grows 
due, by ſuch Colle&or make default, 
or refuſe to pay by the ſpace of one 
hour, the ColleRor, with the aſſiſtance 
of the Conſtable, may at auy timein 
the day levy the ſaid duty by diſtreſs 
and ſale, reſtpring the overplus, But 
with a deduction of neccfiary charges, 
which charges are not to exceed one 
half of the ſum, or duty dittrained for. 

Note, No arrears of Hearth: money - 
are to be diſtrained for aftcr two years, 
from the time of their becoming due. 
And if any violence, oppolition or in- 
Jury be done to any ColleQor in the 
due Execution of his Office, Oath be- 
ing made thereof before any one Ju- 
Kice, or chief Magiſtrate 3 ſuch Juſtice 
or Magiſtrate, if they think fit, may 
commit the Offender to the Common 
Goal for any time, not exceeding ;one 
Month, 

The Conſtables are to have Two 
pence in the pound paid them by the 
Collector, to whom they pay the 
Chimney-money by them colle&ed, 
and are to pay nothing to the Col- 
lecors for their Acquittances. 

Sheriffs, Juſtices and Conſtables, are 
upon 
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upon requeſi to be aiding to any pers 
ſon, having a Warrant from the Lord 
Treaſurer, or any of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, or chict Magiftrate of a 
Port for the ſearch of uncuſiomed 
goods, who (with ſuch their afliftance) 
mav in_ the day time enter into any 
Houſe, where ſuch goods are ſupcGed 
to be concealed;and in calc of refiltance, 
may break open the Houſe, and ſeize 
and ſecure ſuch goods. 

But no Houſc is (o to be centred, but 
within one Month after the offence 
ſuppoſed to be committed. And if the 
information whereby the Houſe comes 
to be {carcht, do prove falſe, the party 
injurcd ſhall recover full coſts and 
damages againſt the Infurmcr by 
AGion of Trcſpals. 

All Conftables, Headboroughs, and 
other the Kings Officers and Subjcas, 
are tobeaiding and aſliſting to all, and 
evcry-perſon and perſons which arc, or 
ſhall be appointed to manage his Ma- 
}cliies Cuſtoms z----And ſuch as are---= 
Authorized by Writ of Afiſtance out 
ot the Exchequer are to take a Con- 
ſtable, Headborough, 'or other Officer 
Inhabiting near the place 3 and in the 
day time,toenter into any Houſe,Shop, 

, Ware- 
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Warehouſe, ec. And m caſe of re- 


fiſtance, to break open Doors, Cheſts, 
&e. and to lcize, and thence to bring 


any kind ot Goods or Merchandiſe 


whatloever prohibited and urcultom- 


ed, and fecure it in his Majcſties Store- 


houſe, ar the next Port. 
Gagers (or Exciſe-men) are to take 
a Conſtable with them when they cn- 


ter by night into the Houſes of Brew- 
ers, Victualers, &c. to Gage their Cop- 


pers, Fats, or Vefels; or take an ac- 
count of their Bcer, Ale, Wort, Perry, 
Sider, Strong-water, Metheglin, Mead, 
Coffee, Chocolet , Sherbet or Tea 
brewed, made, or diſtilled there. 
Conſtables are alſo upon Warrant 
from the Juſtices to levy the penalties 
on the goods of any perſon Cenvidted 
of any offence or forfeiture within the 
Acts for Exciſezreftoring the overplus. 
And for want of diſtreſs, to carry the 
party to Goal.,till ſatisfaQtion be made. 
They are likewiſe apon Warrant to 
them directed, to ſurnmon all Ale- 
houſe- keepers, &c. to'appear before the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, at the days 
and places in ſuch Warrants appointed. 


CHAP, 


” Oo Co OY > OO Od art 3, The 


[a3 


| | The Copece Office , relating to 


CHAP. VII. 


Ale-houſes, Beggars, Rogues, 
Vagrants, Vagabond Children : 


Labourers, Servants, and pu- 
| miſhang Hede-breakers or Wood- 


| ſtealers. 


forth the Conſtables duty in order 
to the ſupprefling and puniſhing the 
odious fin of Drunkenneſs : but as to 
Ale-houſes, &*c. theſe things are fur- 
ther to:be known. 


ſhall forfeit Twenty ſhillings to the uſe 


on if it appear by the view ofa Juſtice 
or Major or by the parties confte{hion, 
or upon the Oaths of two Witnefles 
which the Juſtices are impower'd to. 
Adminiſter, Which penalty , upon 
Warrant from ſuch Major or -Juſtice, 
the Conſtable is to levy by _— 
an 


. ">. "_—_ 
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N the Fifth Chapter we have ſet Alt-boſtte 


That all that keep common Ale- yylicensd 
houſes.and {c11 Drink without Licence, Stat. 3- 


of the Poor, it being a good Convidti- ” 


#,..+ = . -, al ts - >1 el WE. 5 af " 
- TEE. no LA E : = : " 
: « + of E $-t at d I a 3s + 
6 


| The Erait Conſtable, 


Car. Cap. 


| * Suffering 
Tippling. 
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and in default of payment within three 
days to (<cll ſuch diſirels, rendring the 
over-plus. And if the Offender have 
not Goods, or pay not the ſaid penalty 
within fix days, the Juſtice may com- 


mit ſuch Offenders to the Conſtable to ' 


be whipp'd. And if the Conſtable or 
inferiour Officer ſhall not execute the 
puniſhment, he himſelf (hall be com- 
mitted to Goal, till the Offender be pu- 
niſhed as aforeſaid, or unti! ſuch Con- 
ſtable (hall have paid Forty ſhillings 
for the negle& of his duty, to the k' 
of the Poor. 

By the Stat. of the 21. of King 


Fames, Ca. 7. All Conſtables and 
Ghurch-wardens ſhall in their Oaths } 


be charged to preſcnt the following of- 
fences againſt the Statute of 1. Fae. 
cap. 9. Which is, That all Inn: keepers 
and Ale-houſe-keepers that ſuffer any 
to continue Tippling in their Houſes 


' (except labouring mcn in Dinner- 


of the ſmall tor one penny, they forfeit | 
Twenty- }- 


time, or Lodgers there, or upon ſutfh- 
ent grounds to be allow'd by two 
Juſtices) forfeits ten ſhillings to the 
uſe of the Poor : Or if they (hall vend 
or ſel] leſs than a full Quart of the belt 
Ale or Beer for a penny, or two Quarts 


TheExra# Conſtable. 
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' of the Major or Juſtice, or Oath of 


'| appriſed and ſold, rendring the over- 
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67 
| Twenty ſhillings to the ſame uſe | Bus" 

I conceive this part of the Statute ſtands 

| repealtd ever ſince the Additional Exciſe 
impoſed on Beer and Ale. | The Con- 

\ viction in theſe Offences 1s upon view 


two Witnefles (but: according, to 2x 
Fac. 7, One Witnels, or his own con- 
| {cſſion, is enough to conviet any.) And 
| the aforeſaid Penalties upon a Warx- 
rant from the Juſtice, &c. are to be 
| kvied by the Conſtables and Church- 
| wardens, but the Difire(s 1s not te. be 
fold till aftex G6x:days3 and then in de- -- 26 
fault of payment all that time, to. be «i! 


| plus. Ifno Diſtreſs to be found; the 
Offender to be committed to/Gpahk, till 
the penalty ſhall be paid. Andafany . . -..- 
Conſtable, Church- warden, &e.;.ſhall.:- .:: (1 
bs to execute ſuch Warrant for 3 > 
Diſtreſs, or to certifie the Parties want ' * 

of Goods within twenty days, ſuch . ** 
Officer for every ſuch Offence, foateits --./ : 
Forty- ſhillings: to the ule of the Pops, © 44» 
£0 be levied.on their Gopds by,War- *'*\. © 
rant:directed to any indiffexent' perſgn ©. ., 
from any one or: more Jultices,: under | 
theix Hand and Scal. 


ce 2s 


' 568 The Exaff Conſtable, 


* Refuſing to Every Common Inn keeper, or Ale. 
ow: houſe: keeper, refuſing to lodge a Tre 
Edyx. 4 veller, he profftcring to pay ready mo-| | 
cap.3, ney for his Viduals, &c. The Contis| 

ble ought to cauſe him to be Indie] | 

at the Aﬀſifes or Scfhons, where he mg} 

be Fined and Impriſoned. Or th| , 

Party pricved may bring an Aion df 

the Caſe againit the Inn- keeper or Ale| 

houſe-keeper, But they are not bounl] x 

fo Lodge, or find Viduals withou t 

ready money fiſt paid-, if require 

Cok;' 9. Rep. fol. 87. | . 

Rogues, -. 'A main Branch of our Conſiablz] þ 
-wah 'Othce, relating to the puniſhment d 

” Beggars and Rogues, we (hall che mon} (| 

'erflarge thereupon. And firſt, let w| T 

fee wha-by the Law are adjudged anl| 4, 

Stat. 39. 'deemed'to be Rogues, Vagabonds, anl| a, 

Eliz. cap.: ſturdy Beggars. a 

4. and ;-) x, All andevery (ach Perſons abon} j; 

cy mb "the Age of Seven years, Man or Wo{ m 
- 2. "mau, Sole or Covert that wander fron 

x Jac. their uſual place of abode every whet] fe. 

cap. 7- begging, or itithey do nat:beg, if thq| ye 

= Jac. wander and loiter abroad withoutY gr 

=. - - lawful Paſsport, or:not being able: tt as 

Judges "give a good account: of their Travpy 

13-15- are tobe counted Rogues. _ 


Dalt. 
Clap. #7 ry; 


The Eraff Conſtable; bo © 


Ale-] +2. All Scholars and Sca-faring-men, 
12 that beg, wandring Perſons ufing un- 
mo-| lawful Games, Subtile Crafts or Plays, 
fit] or pretending themſelves to have skill 
Qed] in Phyfiognomy, Palmittry or the like,* 
mi | of to be Fortune cellers, or Figare-+ 
tlt| caſters. CE beth 
n df - 3. All Proctors, Patent-gatherers, 
Ale} (except for Fire) Colleors for Goals, 
und} Priſoners or Hoſpitals wandring a- 
holtf broad, Fencers,” Bearwards, Common 
irel{ Players of Interludes(or Droll- Actors): 
and Fidlers, or Minſirels'wandring a- 
able] broad. - 1 10 1? Lathe 9 | 
it d 4. All Juglers: ( Hocus-pocus Gen- 
mor} tlemen, and ſlight of hand Artiſts) 
t U] Tinkers, Pedlers and petty Chap-men, 
| and] and Glaſs-men. -To which we may: 
2 an} add our Scotch-Clotlwmen, wandring 
abroad, eſpecially if they be n6rwelb 
ol known, or thave not a ſufficient Teftis 
' Wo} monial. 21 '2 
from! 5 .1A1l counterfeit Egyptians(or Gyp4 
whel fer) not being Felons; att Perſons deli4 
f thi] vercd out of Goals, whoibeg cheix Fees; 
OutN or otherwiſe do T'tavel begging 3 fuch 
le thas go toor from the Baths, andido'not 
rav&% purſue their Licence 3 Souldiers and 
_ \Mariners that beg, and counterfeit ' 
Certificates from their Commanders 3 
Ze BÞ | D 2 : all 
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The Exaif Conftable. 


all Labourers which wander abroad 
out of their reſpeQive Pariſhes, and ! 
refule 'to work for wages reaſonably 
taxed, having no Livelihood other 
wile to maintain themſelves 3 and ſuch 
a5 go with general Paſs-ports, not dj 
reed from Pariſh to Pariſh. | 

All theſe are accounted Rogues, V+ 
gabonds, and Sturdy Beggars. 

B<lides thelez All Servants that 
leave their Services {viz out of one Ci 
ty, Town, or Pariſh, to ferve in an6| | 
ther). without the Teſtimonial requird] | 
by the Statute, or with a falſe! one| , 
And ſuch- Perſons us ate. ſick of the} | 
Plague (I conceive *tis:meant, if the 
belong to 'Houfes wherein any at 
lick) wiltully going abroad in Comps 
ny afainft rhe-comriand of Officers 
are to be puniſbed as Vagabonds. But 
none! are ito be ſent to the place 
Birth, or laſt Habitacion, but wandri 
Rogues: tor thoſe that beg 1a their 0 
eee orintheHigh-ways, witho 


RT at of the Over-ſcers, 
_ to: 0 nt Ito the Houle of Cor 
xefion; ©... . i Fe flak 


The EjaffConffable: 


Of the Puniſhment of Rogues and 
Beggars. 


1. All Conſtables are to uſe their 


beſt endeavours to apprehend all ſuch 1; 
| Vagabonds, Rogues, or Sturdy Beg- cap. 4.- 


gars, which ſhall be found and taken 


*| wandring, or begging, within their re- 


ſpsRive Precindts; or, they forfeic 
Ten ſhillings tor every neglect. And 


| ifany other perſon bring a Rogue, or 


Beggar, to one of theſe Officers, he 
muſt take hold of him, and puniſh him 
according to Law, or otherwile he for- 
feits Twenty ſhillings, 

2. After ſuch Rogues and Beggars 
are apprehended, the Conſtable, Head- 


| borough, or Tything-man, aſliſied by 


the Miniſter, and one of the Pariſhio- 
ners of the place z is to fee them ſirip- 


ped naked, from the middle upwards, 


and that he be' openly whip d, until 
his, or her body be bloody. 

3. After this whipping, the Pzrties 
mult be ſent away from Pariſh to Pa- 
riſh, or Tything to Tything, to the 
place of their Birth 3 and it that can» 
not be known, then to the place where 


1 they laſt dwelt, by the ſpace of one 


D ;. whole. 
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whole year before {uch puniſhment, 


there to be ſet to work3-and 1f that 


cannot be known, then to the Town 
through which they laſt paſſcd unpu- 
niſhed 3 and when they come there, if 
It cannot be diſcovered where thy | 
were Born, or lali dwelt, then are thy 
by that Conttable (or. as ſome ſay,trom 
Conſtable to Conſtable) to be convey- 


ed to the Houſe of Correqion, tt| 


Common Goal of that County, robe! 


employed in work) or placed in fome| 


Service,and lo to continue by the ſpace 
of one year or in caſe they be not4- 
ble in body,that Town is to keep them 
till they be placed in ſome Alms- houſe 
within the ſame County. But in or- 
der to this ſending them away, ſuch 
Vagabonds are to have a Teftimonill 
under the Hand and Seal of ſuch Con- 
fable, Tything-man, &c. and the Mt- 
niſtex of the place, teſtifying the day 
and place of his puniſhment 3 the 
Place to which he is to be conveyed, 
and the time -limited for his paſlage 
chither z which time, if by his own 
default he exceeds, he is again to be 
whipped from time toxtime, till he ar- 
rive at the place limited. The ſub- 


ſtance of which Tcliimonial is to be 
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entrcd. 
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entred by the Miniſter in a Regiſter 
Book kept for that purpoſe, on pain of 
| Five ſhillings for every default. 


The form of ſuch Teſtimonial for 
Conveying Rogues, Vagabonds, 
and Beegars. 


Laurence Lazy, a Sturdy, Vagrazt 
| Beggar, Aged about thirty years , ſhort 


flatare, black hair'd, and lean Viſag d, 


. was this One and twentietb day of Aug. 


in the 2 th. year of the Reign of our Gra- 
cious Soveraign Lord King Charles the 
Second, Sc. openly robipped at Tun- 
bridge, in the County of Kent, according” 


« | to Law, for a wandring Rogue... Andis' 


affizned to paſs forthwith from Pariſh @o- 
Pariſh, by the Officers thereof the next 
flraight way to Tuddington, in the 


-| County of Bedford , where he con- 


feſſeth be was Born (or dwelt laſt by one: 
whole year, if the caſe beſuch) and be ix 
limited to be at Tuddington aforeſazd, 

within fifteen days now next enſuing, at 

his peril :\ Given under the Hands and 
Seals of ]. S. Miniſter of Tunbridge 4- 

foreſaid, and of John Curd, Conſtable, 
the day and year aforeſaid. 
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And Note, That a Juſtice of Peace 
alone, may under his Hand and Sea] 
make ſuch a Teſtimonial, Lamb. 206, 


It any Conſtable, Tything-man , or} 
Head-borough, be found negligent in | 


the due Execution of this Statute, in 
manner aforeſaid, he forfeits Ten ſhil- 
lings, as we told you before; and all 
fuch perſons as ſhall in any kind di- 
ſtub or hinder ſuch exccution of the 
Law, forfeits Five pounds, and to be 


bound to the good Behaviour : and! 


therefore, where a Rogue or Beggar is 


to be conveyed from Pariſh ro Pariſh, | 


'tis a forfeiture of Five pounds for any 
Ofticer that ſhall refuſe to receive them 
or, that' having received, do nct cont 
vey them to the next Conſtable in the 
way that they are to pals. 


- Every perſon ſhall apprehend ſuch 
Rogues as he ſhall ſee or know reſort | 


to: his Houſe, to beg or receive any 
Alms, and (hall carry them to the next 
Conſtable, or otherwiſe ſhall forfeit 
Fen (billings. | 
Conſtables or Tything-men neg- 
leGing to ſearch for Rogues upon the 
Juſtices Warrant, or failing to appear 


at their meeting, to give an. account: 
what Rogues have been puniſhed, or | 
ſent 
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ace] fent to the Houſe of CorreRion, or 
«| negle@ing to convey (uch to the Houſe 
6, | of Corretion, as by Warrant are to be 
or | ſent thither, are liable to (uch Fine as 
'm| the Juſtices think fit, not exceeding 
in | Forty ſhillings. 

I. Any Juſtice of the Peace may reward Stat. 1... 

all | any perſons who: fhall apprehend and Jac. 7- 

di» | bring before him any Rogue, Vagabond, _ ,- 
the | or Sturdy Begyar, by granting to ſuch a 
be | perſons under his Hand and Seal to the 

nd! Conſtable, or Tything-man of the 

[is place, through which the Rogue did: 

, | paſs unapprehended; ordering him to 

ny | give fuch perſon two ſhillings for every. 

mij. | Rogue ſo taken. And if the Conſta- 

£©+ | ble refuſe to pay it, the Juſtices ſhall: 

he | proceed againſt him according to the 

| Statnte, 1 Fac. cap. 7. and compel him. 

ch | to pay his forfeitnare > and out of' the 

at | fame to allow the faid two ſhillings, 

ny | with ſuch further allowance, for loſs. 

xt } of time, as the Juſtice ſhall chink ht. 

it] © any perſon (hall apprehend any Sat- 14s. 
| Rogueon the confines of any County, _ oy 

p- | . who paſſed through any Pariſh of ano- _— 
he | ther County unapprehenned, "then the”. 

party muſt carry him to ſome Juſtice of: 

Peace of the faid County, through. 

which he paſſed, who (upon a Certihi- 

, . BD 5. cate. 


Ibid. 


Dalr. ; 


Chap. 47, {01s negleQting ther duty, in Appref 


cate, of fome Juitice of the County} B 


where ſuch Rogue was Apprehended, 
is togrant his Warrant to the Confts 
ble, ec. which if he refuſe, the Juſtic 
Is to proceed againſt him for ten (hi) 
lings forfeited by neglet, and cauf 


himto pay the ſame, or lo much there| 


of 25 hc ſhall think ft, co the party fa 
lo:s of time. | 
Whereas Conſtables, T'ything- men, 
&c. are at great charges in relieving 
carrying with Paſſes, and conveyin 
Rogues, ec. It is Enacted , that Al 
Conftables, &c. ſo,out of purſe, with 
the Church- wardens, Overſeers of tht 


Poor, and other Inhabitants of the Px 


11h, may make a Rate, to be contirmel 
under the Hands and Scals of two [x 


fices ; And if any perſon rctule to py 


ſuch Rate,then the Confiable by Wa: 
rant from two Juſtices of Peace, ma 
levy the ſame on their Goods,rendrig 
the overplus, ec. 

Two Juſtices of Peace (whercoton: 


of the Drorum ) by Warrant unde 
their Hands and Seals, may cauſe tobq - 
levied all and every, the. ſaid Fines, 


Forfcitures, - or Penalties againſt per 


= 


hending and Paniſhing Rogugs and 


Buggatrs, 
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Beggars, by DiRreſs and Sale of the Oh 
fenders Goods, after due Convidign, 


# which muſt be either by confeſſion of 


the Parity, or proof of two Witneſſes 
before the ſaid Juſtices. 

And becauſe the Execution of theſe 
Laws is fo far required in theſe Laus, 
therefore. for their better. diuection. in 
placing and (ending of Rogues, theſe 
things ( faid to be relolved by the 
Judges at Weſtminſter, ſoon after the 
making of the (aid Statute of, 39 Eliz. 
cap. 4.) are to be gb(erved. 


1. If a Rogue ſay he was'Bcrn at gl. 
ſuch a place, and it cannot be made ap- Judges. - 


pear to the contrary, he mulibeſent 
thither. 


2. If the Husband or. Wife have an cap. 47s- 


Houſe, and one of them, or both, 
Rogue about, they ought to be (cnt to 


a6 2 * 3 
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SeR. 4. 
and 5. 


Dalt. 


the Town where the Houſe is: And 


{o of an Inmate. | 

3. The Wife, and. all Children un- 
der'ſeven years of age, being Vagrant, 
muſt be ſent to the Husband 3, and if 


hebe dead, then with the Wife where 
ſhe was Born, or dwelt. laſt ; , And Va-- 
grant Children above ſeven ycars old, 


muſt be: ſent to the place of their Birch? 


And it the Vagrant Parents, with th 'r 
ates C Fik. 
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Children undcr ſeven years of age, be 


| Placed at the place of Birth of the Pa. | 
rents, orthecir laſt dwelling ; if the 


wards the Parents, or cither of them 


dye, or run away, yet the Childra| 


once ſetled, muſt remain there ſtill, an 


may not be ſent to their place of Birth, |. 
though after they grow to the age 


(even years. 


4. The Wife being a Vagrant,ought | * 
to be ſent to the Husband, though hebe | 


but a Servant in another Town 


The Rogue, whoſe place of Birth, F 
or dwelling, cannot be known, having | 
a Wife, or Children under ſeven years | 


of age, they muſt go with the Husband 


to the place where they were laſt faf- } 


fered to paſs through without puniſh: 
ment, where the Children muſftbe re- 
Tteved with the work of their Parents, 


though fuch their Parents be commit- | 


ted to the Houle of CorreRion. 


6. Conftables are not to poſt away} 


fuch Vagrants as ſhall be taken by 


them, or ſent unto them, that aredef-| 


peratcly. ſick, 'or Wornen ready to be 
"delivered: nor'to deliver them to the 
ncxt Conſtable after Sun- fer. 0 
7, If any of theſe Rogues ſhall ap- 
pear to be dangerous to the inferiour 
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ol 


within their Liberties, to carry him 


| be ordered by him according to the 


by any perfon that wants help in Hay, p1jjz..: 


they refuſe, he may ſet them in the 


by in.ſorfcits Forty ſhillings. By 


ſort of Fpeoble, as chedarning, Or RSA 
ing any violence to them, or that will 
not be reformed from this Roguiſh 
life, as where he hath once been whip 

ped and ſent home, and doth after- 
wards wander again : Or when he 
ſhall ſay he was born and dwelt laſt in 
ſach a place, and in truth it is not fo ; 
In theſe Caſes he is to be accounted Ar 
Tacorrigible Rogue. And *tis the duty 
of all Conſtables, meeting ſuch perſon 


before foe Juſtice of Peace, there to 


Statute. 
_ Lafily: Perſons that ſhall run &om 
their Families, and leavea Charge to. 
the Pariſh, are tobe puniſhed as jncor- 
rigible Rogues 3 and he that threatens 
fo to do, may be ſent to the Houſe of 
Correction, unleſs he can give Sureties 
for the diſcharge of the Pariſh. | 
All Artificers or mechanick Trades- Labourers 
men, fit to labour by the day, the Con: 4nd Ser- k 
ſtable may, upon requeft to him made ny g J 


or Corn-hatrveft fet on work; and if cap. 4 


Stocks two days, and one night. -And 
the Conſtable negle@ing his Duty here 


| Ibid. 
And Dal. 
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By the ſame Statute it is provided, 
That no perſon retained in Husban- 
dry, of other Arts therein mentioned, 
ſhall depart, after the time of his Re- 
tainer therein expired, out of the City, 
Town, or Pariſh where he laſt dwelt, 
to ſerve in another, without a Teſt;- 
monial in a Town Corporate , under 
the Hands and Seals of the chiet Magi- 
ſirate, and two Houſholders, and in 
the Country, under the Hands and 
Seals of the Conſtable, and two Houſe- 
keepers of the Town or Pariſh where 
he ſerved laſt; which Teliimonial is 
to be Regiſtred by the Miniſter, for 
which he is to have Two pence, and 
then to be delivered to the party. 

But theſe Teſtimonials are now ve- 
ry ſeldom uſed, whichis one great rea- 
ſon that people are ſo often deceived 
with bad Scrvants, and certainly de- 
{crves more to be regarded, the Law 
being very penal therein : For the Ma- | 
ſter that retains a Servant without ſuch 
a Teſtimonial forfeits Five pounds and 
every Servant which (beweth not ſuch 
a Tcitimonial to the chick Officer in a 
Corporation, or to the Conliable, Mi- 
niftcr, or Church-wardens where ke is 
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get-one, which if p.ot procured within 
One and twenty days, orit he produce. 
a falſe, he is to be whip'd, and uſed as 
a Vagabond, | 4 


A Preſident ſhewing the Form 
of ſuch Teſtimonial. . 


Memorandum, - That John-Lock, 
Servant to Henry Piggot, of tbe Pariſh of 
Chiddingftone, 1i# the County of Keng, 
Hu1baud-man, i4 Licenſed to depart from 
birſaid Maſter, and is at bis Liberty to 
ſerve elſewhere. according 10 the Statmie 
in this.Caſe made andprovided : In. Wit- 
neſs whereof- we have hereunto ſet our 
Hands and Seals, the 2 4th. day of Au- 
guſt, zz the 28th. year of the, Reign of onr | 
Soveraign Lord, King, Charles the Se- 
cond, Anno Domini, 1676: 


- "John Aſhdowne, Conſtable of Chid- 
b dingſione. 


: John Harriſon, | 5 | Houſe-bolders 
| ©: William Cofegate. there. 


ry 
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Note, If the Servant lived with a 
Woman, then ſay, Is licenſed to: depart 
from his Miſtre(s or Dame, (as ſte) 
and if bis Mafter be not an Husbaud- 
man, but a Tailor, Carpenter, or the 
like, name him accordingly in the Teſti- 
montal. 


All (ach as ſhall be convided before 
a Juſtice of Peace, for cutting and ta- 
king away of Corn growing, roping 
of Orchards, breaking Hedges, an 
their procurers and receivers knowing 


the ſame, if they cannat give the party -|- 


Injured ſuch fatisfaRion as a Juſtice of 
Peace ſhall think fic, the. JuRice may 
then commit him to the Conſtable to 
be whipt for the firſt offence, and the 
Itke for the ſecond and if he refule or 
negled to ſes the ſame done according- 
ly, the Juſtice may commit ſuch Officer 
to Goal, till by his procurement it be 
executed on the Offender. Not, on- 
ly Conſtables and Headboroughs, but 
any other perſons, in every County, 
City, Town Corporate; or place 
where they ſhall be Officers and Inha- 
bicants, are impowered to apprehend 
fuch-perſons as they (uſped tor having, 
carrying, Or conveying away any by 
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then or bundles of any kind of Wood, 
Under-wood, Poles, or young Trees, 
Bark of any Trees, Gates, Stiles, Pofis, 
Pales, Rails. Hedg-wood, Broom, or 
FurZ. And any Conſtable, Headbo- 
rough , &c. by Warrant under the 
Hand and Seal of one Juſtice, may en- 
ter into the Houſes, Out-houſes, Yards, 
Gardens of fuch perſons as they ſufſ- 
pet; And where they find any 
Woods, Underwoods, &*c. to Appre- 
hend the Parties fuſpeed, for cutting 
the ſame; and thoſe alſo in whole 
Houſes or places any ſuch woods, &c. 
ſhall be found, and carry. them before 
a Juſtice z to whom, if the party can» 
not give a good and ſatisfaQory ac- 
count how he came by the ſaid wood, 
&c. by the owners conſent, or ſhall not 
within ſuch time as the Juſtice -ap- 
points, produce the party of whom 
he bought itz or ſore Credible Wit- 
neſs to depoſe upon Oath ſuch ſale of 
the ſaid Wood : Then ſuch perfon 
'ſhall be deemed convicted of the cut- 
ting and ſpoiling wood, &e. within 
the meaning of the Statute of the 43. 


of Eliz. aforeſaid. And for the tirit- 


offence, if they do not give the Owner 
{uch (atisfaQtion, and within ſuch time 
as 
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as the Juſtice ſhall limit, and likewiſe 
pay over and above down prettntly, to 
the uſe of the Poor of the place, ſuch a 
ſum of money, not exceeding Ten 
ſhillings, as the Juſtice (hall appoint: 
Then the-ſaid Jultice may commitſuch 
party to the Houſe of Correction for 
any time, not excecding one Month, | 
or clſe to be whip'd by the Conſtable. 
And if he offend again, then to beſent 
to the Houſe of Correction for one 
whole Month, there to be held to hard 
labour 3 and for the third offence, to 
be puniſhed asan incorrigible Rogue. 

If any perſcn buy Wood, &e. of any 
juſtly (uſpeced to have Stoln the fame: 
If on examination before a Juſtice, jt 
be found ſo bought, the Juſtice may or- 
der the Buyer to pay the treble value 
thercof to the party from whom it was 
taken; and in default of preſent pay- 
ment, grant a Warrant to the Conſta- 
ble co diſtrain for it; and for lack. of 
diſtreſs, to cominit the party to Goal 
at his own charge, there to remain one 
Month without Bail. 

But Note, None are to be puniſht 
by this Statute, who have been puniſht 
by anv former Law for the ſame of- 


fence 3. nor is any to be queſton'd'un- 
. lefs | 


md && \ COD. 


| Shewing the Conſtables Office con- 


] N every City, Borough,and Market- yup, © | 


- fign ſuch Weights and Meaſures toany 
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leſs it be within fix weeks after the of- 
fence committed. - 


CHapPp. VIII. 


cerning Weights and Meaſures. 
Nets and Setting Dogs, Malt- 
making, Tobacco-planting, Phy- 
ficians, Plagne, Forraign Laces, 
Iriſh Cattel, Purveyancing,Soul- 
diers, Priſoners, High-mays , 
Clothiers, Sea-fiſh, Veſſels, Conn- 
| ty flock, Gaming, &C, 


Town, there ought to be common and Meg- * = 
Weights and Meaſurer Sealcd.at which ſues. - 2 
the Inhabitants may treely weigh, and _ 3:4 

- ſn | EN, 6, 
the chief Officers of ſuch places, whe- 4g"; Þ 
ther they be Conſtables, Bailiffs, or 0-1 1 Hen, 9. ® 
thers, are upon requefi to mark and cap. 4. | * 


of the Kings Subjes, taking for the 
marking of every Buſhel, one penny. 
Conſtables are required to ſearch and Stat. 22. 
exatnine if any buy or fel by any other Car: 2- 
| | | - Buſhel©?P: 
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- Nets and 
- Setting- 
& Dogs. 

F Stat, 7. 


E 11, 


} Jac, cap. 


Buſhel than V/ixcheſter meaſure, con- 
taining, eight Gallons to the Bulhel, or 
Strike, Sealed by the Clerk of the Mar- 
ket 3 and if any perſon doth not ſtrike 
the ſame even with the brim: And a- 


ny Conſtable may feize and break ſuch 


other Meaſurc, and preſent the Offen- 
der at the next Seffions, 

Conſtables or Headboroughs upon 
a Warrant under the Hands and Seals 
of two or more Juſtices of the Peace, 
have power to fearch the Houſes, of 
perſons ſuſpeRed* Cexcept thoſe that 
keep Warrens, or have Forty pounds 
per annum of Inheritance, or are worth 
400 pounds in Goods) for Scttiag- 
Dogs, or Nets to take Pheaſants and 
Partridges, and may take away their 
Dogs, and cut their Nets, 


The Conſtable and Bailifls of any 


Town ought to view and fearch all 
Malt made, or put toſale within their 
Liberties3 and if they find any ill, or 
deceitfully made, or mingled , they 
may, with the advice of one Jufticeof 


Juſtice thinks fit. | 

Malt is ſaid to be evil or deceitful; 
Firſt, When in the making thereof in 
Fane, July, or Auguſt, it has not-ſevenr, 
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* Peace, fell the ſame at ſuch rate as the | 


teen, 
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'year, and it extendy not to ſuch as 


ſaid Colledge for the due Exccution of 23 H. 
the faid Laws relating ro the” Phylict- #P- 3- 7 
| ans; Apethecaries, and EIN - 16.2.2 
$6312 bes | 


teen days, and in any other Months 
thrce weeks at the leaſt, Secopdly, 
When by rubbing, treading and fan- - 
ningy they have not taken out of every 
Quartcr half a Peck of duſt, or mort. 
For the neglc& of which, the Seller 
forfeits Twenty. pence a Quarter. 
Thirdly, When *tis made of Mow- 
burnt, or ſpircd Barley, or mixed good 
and bad together, and for this the Sel- 
ler forfeits Two ſhillings a Quarter 3 
but they muſt be Profſecuted within one 


make Malt for their own proviſion - 
only, | 

All Sheriffs, Juſtices, and Conſta- :,,,cwo 
bles, upon information that there 1s a- planting. ® 
any. Tobacco Sct, Sown, : or Planted, Stat- i246, ** 
or growing within their Precinds, arc pon 2 
within ten days to cauſe the ſame tobe Pe 34 4 
burnt, pluckt up, or deftroyed 3 unk(s : 
it be in a Phyſick- Garden, ox not ex- 
cecding half one Pole in a place. 5 
Conſtables in London ,'and feven Phyſicians 2 
miles xound are to! be .aiding*to che _ I. M. 
Preſident: of the Colledge: of Phylici- par. of 4 
ans; / avd perſons: Authorized: by the cab, g- — 4 
8: 3 


| 90 
Plague. 

| Star. I- 

| Jac.cap. 
| 31. 


Ibid. 


 Forren 

- ' Bone-lace, 

Bec. St, 14. 
Car. 2. 

| Cap. 13. 


” cap. £ & 
20,CAT. 2. 


Ita perſon dwelling, or being in a 
Houſe Infeacd with the Plague, be 
commanded by the Conſtable to keep 
the Houſe, and (hall notwithſtanding 
wilfully go abroad, having any In- 
feFious fores upon him, it 1s Felony. 
And though he have no fach ſore, he 
is to be puniſhed as a Vagabond, and 
be bound to the good Behaviour. 

Every Conſiable-negleGing to levy 
the money as they are appointed by the 


Juftices, or chick Magiſtrate of Towns | 


Corporate, according as ſhall be taxed 


- for the Relief of the Poor, Infe&ed 


with the Plague, forfcits for every of- 
tence Twenty lhillings. | 
Conſtables upon Warrants to them 
direced, are tolearch within their re- 
{p-@ive Precindts, in the Shops, Ware- 
houſes and Dwelling-houſfes: ot. ſuch 
perſons as ſhall be ſuſpectcd to havea- 
ny forrcign Bonelaces, Cut- works, Em- 
broideries, Fringes, Bandſtrings, But 


tons, or Needle-works made beyond | 


the Seas s and to ſeize the lame. | 
Conſtables; Tythingmen , Head- 


| boroughs, Church-wardens,:.or Over- 


; Ear. 2: > 


ſcers of the Poor'z or any of 'them 
within their refpeQive Liberties, Par 
xifhes or placcs, arc to take and ſcizeall 
| great, 
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Carriages for the King and his Court 3 


xant are to preſs and provide; each 7 Vs 
Cart furniſht with four able Horſes, or *<- /., 
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great Cattel, Sheep, or Swine, or any 
Beef, Pork, or Bacon, brought from 
Ireland, the one half to be diſpoſcd of 
to the uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh 
where they were ſcizcd the other halt 
to his or their own uſe that ſhall ſeize 
the ſame, &&c. And if there ſhall be any 
fraudulent agreement, -or unfaithful 
connivanhe in the firſt ſeizure, they 
may lawſully be afterwards ſcized a- 
gain, wherever they (hall happen to be, 
the former ſeizure in another Pariſh 
notwithſtanding, 
Formerly thcre were divers particu- Purvey- 
lars incident to the duty of Conſtables, 4%? 
by divers old Statutes concerning pur- COTTON 


or the 
Veyance, or taking up Proviftons and ne 


but now thoſe Statutes are obſolete ; 
and of no force : For by a late Statute ops 
the method for theſe things is thus cap. 8. 
provided. That the Clerk of the Kings 
cringe, three days before his Maje- F 
kSArrival,;thall give. notice to the two TYLAS 
NEXt Juſtices to the place, to provide <8 
ſuch anumber of Carts and Carriages, and g xy 


which the Conſtables upon their War {+ ! 7:53 
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Oxen:and.two Horſes, to be paid 
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ſix pcnce a mile for every mile they go 


laden, to be paid in hand at lading, and 
not to go above one days Journey: | 


Which it any ſhall refuſe without rea- 
{onable cauſe, he forfeits Forty ſhil- 
lings, to be levied by the Conſtable on 


a Warrant, And if the Juftice or 


Conftable take any bribe to ſpare any 
tit perſon from ſuch Carriages, or prels 
more Carriages than dircQed, he for- 
feits Ten pounds. 


'No Pre-emption ( or priviledge of | 


buying before others) ſball be hence 
forth allowed the King, or any of the 


Royal Family in or out of any. Market, 
but the Subje&s may diſpole of their | 
goods as they pleaſe: And if any ſhall. 


make purveyance or impreſs any Car 


riages otherwiſe than as aforeſaid, one 
Juſtice and the Conftable at the requeſt} 
of the party grieved, may commit him | 
to Goal, and Indi& him next Aſſizes or | 


Scflions, or the party grieved (hall: re- 

cover treble damages and treble cofis 

on an Adion. '; 101 es 
Two or more Juſtices by Warrant 


from Commiſſioners of the Navy;'ie [ 


Maſter of the Ordinance, are to caul 
Conftables to provide ' Carriages ic 
ewelye miles xound from theplateyy 


K- 


Ci 
EV 
of 
- 


Y 
** 
ax 
6 WA 
CIR 


| @Theerat Conſtable. 93 © 


lading, who are to have twelve pence 

d | a mile for every load of Timber, and 

7; | eight pence a mule for every Tun of 0+ 

z- | ther Commcditics;z and ſuch as re- 

L | fuſe, being warned, to fend their 

n | Teams, forfeit Twenty ſhillings, but 

ar | they muſt be paid in hand, and are to 

ay | travel no further, nor work any longer Dd 
fs | than the Juſtices ſhall order. | 
I- Conſtables and Church-wardens are Maimed. 


tolevy by*diſtre(s and (ale all moncys $0ut479r% 
Stat. 43» 


of | rated on any perſon within their Li- þj;.” 
> | berty, for the relief of the poor maimed cap. z. 
he | Souldicrs and Mariners, and pay it to 


et, | the High Conftable, or they forfeit 
eix | Twenty (hillings. 
all] In the ſame manner they are to levy zzlief of 
ax} what is rated on any for the relief of Priſozers. 
ne | the Priſoners in the Kings Bench and 1d. 
eſt Marſhalſeas, or :for the ſuccour-' of 
im | Holpitals and Alms-houſes, and to pay 
or | it to the High Conſtable, on pain of 
xe { Ten ſhillings. | | 
offs | Four Juſtices are Authorized to al- Bridges. * 
| low/a Tax for. repair of any decayed Sf. 21 
ant | Bridges in the High: way, which mutt _— . 

' be Aſſeſſed by the Conſtable and/ two *© 
514] of:the ſufficienteſt Inhabitants in'-the 

Jt Pariſh. | 
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Conſtables, Tything-men , and 


upon the Mxxday or Tweſday in Eafter- 
week, with the conſent of the major 
part of the Pariſh then preſent (notice 
having been given the Sunday befor 
in the Church) to chuſe cwo or mon 
Surveyors for their High-ways, and 
givenotice thereof to the parties cho. 
ſen, in writing, under the penalty of 
Five pounds to be forfeited by the 


of. 


Conſtables of Loydon and Weſtmin. | 


fer, upon Warrants to them directed | 


in that behalf, are to levy by Diſtrek | 


all Penalties forfeited by any perſon, / 


Sewers in and about the faid Cities, 


about repairing the High-ways wo | 


and for want of diſtreſs, or non-pap+ | 
_ ment Within fix days! after: demand, 


the. offender may be /' committed: to | 
Goal till payment. =y 

Conſtables (as well as Surveyors) | 
wilfully ſuffcrivg: any travelling Wags 


' gon:cx Cart togo or paſs through any | 
part of their. Liberties. in any Road or [ 


publick High-way with above five 


Horſes in length, forfeit ſuch Fine as | 


every Pariſh are] 


{ame Conſtable, &c. in default _ 


| 


a Juſtice ſhall think fit, not exceedivg 


Forty | 


| ther third part to the Poor 3 and the 


| - Cynſtables' on requeſt | to them 


| the Wardens and Aflitiants:for regys cap. 5. 
| ling the trade of Worſteds, and other 


] in the City of Norwich, or County © 
I Norfolk, Allo within the Welk Riding 
| of the County of Tork,: they, are,, upon 


4.5 
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Forty ſhillings 3 of which ſum of tor- 
ty (ſhillings every owner of Tach Cart 
or Waggon, forfcits one third part to- 
wards mendment of the ways ano- 


laftthird part © him that difcovers the 
ea EA | 
Of the Surveyors dity we ſhall treat 

particularly bereafter. 4 
clothlers. } 
2a ; 'S 


made, arc to. be aiding 3nd aflitingto car. 


ſtuffs called, Norwich ſtuffs, made with i 
Car. 2. 
cap. Zle \ 


; 
Warrant from .the Juſtices of (Peace, | 
Maſter and Wardens of the Corpora- 
' tion of Clothiers, ,; within;the (aid Ri- 
ding, or any thirteen of them to levy 
all fach Fines, Panaltics, and. Forfei- 
tures as ſhall grow due from. any Clos 
thier: by Virtue of. that Statute of the 
I4 Car. 2+ caft. 5s , | 
Where any offence is committed a- 524-fhh. 
bout the exeing new Wears along the Star. $. 
tbour, or Ha- J© 
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y | Xa-ſbore, or in any Ha 
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ven, or Creck, for the defiruQtion of | 


any Spawn or Sea-fiſh in any Wear, or 
other Engine, within five miles of the 
mouth ot any Haven; or with fiſhing 
in any Hay-net or Drag-net under 
three Inches mea(h, the Conſtables and 
Church. wardens, by Warrant , may 


levy the forfeiture by diftre(s or ſale of | 


the Offenders goods, returning the 


over-plusz- the penalty is Ten ſhik + 


lings, and the loſs of their Nets. - 
All Majors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, and 


Conſtables ( where' no Wardens of - 


Coopers be'} or impowered to ſearch, 


view, and* gage Barrels, Rilderkins, | 
Fitkins, and other Veſſels, to be made | 


within their Libettics; and to' have 

pers in Loyudox have. © 
'The Conftables' and Church-wat- 

dens of each'Pariſh, if the Pariſhioner; 


the wo pin. # as the Wardens of Coo- 
_ es 


diſagree,” have power to'tate'and allot | 


within their Patiſh their Aﬀcſiment 
for the Shire ſtock, wherewith the ſaid 
Pariſh* was* charged at the Quarter: 
Seſſions, arid may levy the fame upon 
any of the Pariſhioners by diffreſsand 
Gale of his goods, reftoring the ovet- 
plus. —_ | : 


| 
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. ſtable, or other Miniſter of Juſtice , \, 


and Impriſon both the Keepers of ſuch 


- unleſs by the M iſters Licenſe, that hath 


Every Major, Sheriff, Bailiff, Con- aging 3 


within their ſeveral limits, on pain of- 
forſeiting Forty ſhillings for every de- , 
faule, ought to ſearch once every 
month at the leaſt, Places where unlaw- 
ful games (hall be uſed, and may Arreſt 
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=” 
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places, and the Gameſters3 and if any 
of the ſaid Officers ſhall know of any 
Tradeſman whatſoever, Matiner , 
Fiſher-man, or Water-man, that doth 
play at Tables, Dice, Cards, Tennis, 
Quoitting, Logating, or any other un- 
lawful Game out of Chriſtmys, or out 
of their Maſters houſe in the Chriſtmas, 


one hundred pound per annum, may 
commit them to Priſon, till they give 
Sureties to the King, not to uſe the 
lame again, 


CHAP. 


- Stat. 4. 
Ed. 4. 
Cap, 1, 


: 'Stat. 39. 
+ Eliz. 
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CHrapy. XI. 


The Power and Dnty of High. 


Conſtables alone, | 


"> Lothicrs (ball pay their Carders, 

4 Spirnexs,. and other Labourers 
in lawful monyy and not in Wares, un- 
dcr pain to forfeit three times ſo much 


as their wages : And muſt deliver | 


them their Wool by due weight: And 
Carders, Spinners, Fullers, Dyers,Shere- 


men and other Labourers, ſhall do their 


work faithſully, on pain of forfeiting 
double damages. And the Conſtable 
of the Hundred may hear and deter- 
mine the complaints therein on each 
fide, by due examination of the par- 
ties, and for non-payment of the (aid 
forfeitures, may commit thoſe they 


——_ 


1 


f 


ſhall find guilty to the Goal , till the 


ſame be paid. 
The ſaid High Conſiables are im- 
powered to enter jnto any Houle, 


Lands, or other place to ſearch for any | 


Tenters, Ropes,Rings,Head- wrenches, 


or | 


p 
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. poor Priſoners, in the Kings Bench an 
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or other *Engines for ſtretching of 
Cloth 3 and if they find any, to de- 
face them : And if the owners ſhall af- 
terwards uſe them, theſe Officers may 
ſeize and ſell them; diſtributing the 
money to the Poor. 


_ . High Conſtables muſt pay over S*4t. 14+ 
what 


Itz. 


mony they received from — 


Church- wardens Aﬀeſſed on avy Pa- 
riſh for rclict of poor Priſoners, under 
the penalty of Five pounds, at thenext 


\ Quarter Scflions, to the ColleRors ap- 


pointed by the Juſtices at the Seſſions, 
appointed to receive it: As hkewile S4t- 43. 
what they ſo receive for the rclict of wa 

Fl cap. 8, 
Marſhalſeas, under pain of Twenty 
ſhillings 3 and the ſame thing for mo- 
neys received, for maimed Souldiers 
and Mariners, on pain of Forty (hil- 
lings. 


The ſaid High Conſtables are likewiſe to 
preſent unto the Fuſtices at their Seſi- 
ons or monthly meetings of their Diver- 
fions, and cauſe their Conſtables, Head- 
boroughs, &c. in their reſpedive Li- 
bertics, to'make return to them of, 


1. The Names , Surnames, additi- 
| E 4 ' ons, 
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Fo TheExjalt Conſtable, 


ons and qualities of all Popiſh Recu. 


ſants , as well Houle-keepers as Lod- 


gers, reſiding within their precinds, 
2. Such as continue Tipling in Inns 
or Ale-bouſes, eſpecially on the Lords- 
day or Holy days, and ſuch as they find 
drunk, together with thoſe that enter- 
tain them. 
3- All profane Swcarers or Curſcrs, 


and the number as near as they can of 


their Oaths. Victualers ſelling Beer 


or Ale without Licenſe, . Perfons that ,. 


kecp Gamiirg places, and the names of | 


thole that play there. 


4. Retuſers to Watch or Ward, har- | 
bourcrs of Inmates or of fuch as are 


like to charge the Pariſh, 

5. The defaulcs of Petty Conſtables 
for not puniſhing Beggars, Rogues, 
Ec. 

6. The names of {ch as live 1dlely 
without Eltates, at their own hands, 
ſulpicious Perſons, Whores, Night- 
walkers, Mothers of Biſtards like -ro 
charge the Pariſh; ſuch as reuſe to 
take poor Paiiſh Childicn Appicn- 
tices. 

7. Detcas of High-ways and 
Bridgcs, the Namcs ot thoſe that 
ſhould repaix them, Scavengers neg- 
: I.cting 


IeAing their duties, and the Names 
and places of ſuch as commit common 
Nuſlances, by laying down ſoil, dirt, or 
alhes in the Streets, or refuſing to pave 
the Streets where uſually paved. 

8. Of Bakers ſelling Bread too 
light, Brewers vending Ale to Unli- 
cenſed Victualers, Foreftallers-and Re- 
grators of any kind of Vicuals in Mar- 
kets. 

Lafily: Whoever can prove any of 


,. the (aid Offences, arc to be fummon'd 


to ſuch Scflions to give Teſtimony. 
And fo much ſhall ſuffice for the 
Othce of Conſtables. 


The Exaff Conſfable. xox © 


TheEraff Conftable, 


THE # | 


OFFICE 


a. 


CHAP. I. 
The Nature of their Office. 


. What. (} renner are Officers, 
yearly choſen to take Care,ſce # 
to, and preſerve the Church 

and Goods belonging thereunto, as 

Books, Communion. Cups, and other 

decent Ornaments and Furniture of | 

the Church, which they find there at 

tzcir coming into this Othce, or at any 
time during its continuance. 

bo When | 
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. Caſe, p. 17. Jac, B. R. Evelins Caſe. 


When this Office fixſt begun, I ſhall 
not trouble my ſelf, or the Reader, to 
enquire, becauſe that pains is hardly 
like to be rewarded with ſatisfaQion. 
'Tisagreed, that they are very ancient, 
and are to be choſen in every Pariſh by 
the joynt conſent of the Miniſter and 
Pariſhioners, wherein if they cannot 
agree, then the Miniſter ſhall chuſe one, 
and the Pariſhioners another, and this 
is to be done in Eofter week. 


But where an ancient Cuſtom of chuſing How cho» = 
is in any Pariſh contrary to this Canon , ſen, Canons: | 
ſuch Cuſtom is ſtill #0 be obſery'd, of KL, _ 8 
which we bave many Preſidents, Probibi- Can. K. © 
tions baving been granted; as Warners 9, & 10. | 


I5 Car, Is B, R. &*c, 


An Attorney canvot be made a 4ve « Cor- 7 
Church-warden : It he be choſen, and f974t10%- 7 
refuſe, and fo be uſed in the Spiritual - 
Court, a Prohibition ſhall be granted, 
as in Wilſons Calc, p. 14+ Car-1. Be. R. 

Theſe Church-wardens having the 
charge of the Church Furniture, and it 
being part of their duty, if there be any 
want of thoſe things to provide them 
for this purpoſe (in Lowes of: the: 
Churchy 


Chuirch ) the better to enable them 
1>Hen, Rercin, the Law doth make them a 
. fol. 27. kind of Corporation, That is to ſay, 
Firches they are perſons able by the Name of 
Law. |. 2+ Church-wardens to purchaſe or take 
cape '7* moveablc Goods or Chattcls, and to 
fue or be ſued at Law, for, or about 
ſuch Goods for the uſe and Bencfi. of 

their Pariſh ; and therefore, 
A man in his life time may give, or 
b: queath by. his laſt Will, money, or 
other muveeble things to the Church- 
wardens or Pariſhion:rs of a Pariſh, 


to buy dccent Ornaments for the ſame : 
Book of Entries, fol. 576. 


Þ- ubt ſupra, hayc Lands to them and their Succeſ- 
- rm fors, nor can they haveany Adion at 
Pr 277* Common Law to recover any Goods 
ſo given or bequeathed to them, or 0- 
therwiſe belonging to them, of which 
they nevcr had poſicflion (but it ſeems 
in ſuch Caſe they have their remedy 
only in the Spiritual Court, orine- 
quity. ) But it the Church- wardens 
arc once pofiefed of any Goods or Or- 
narnents belonging to the Church, and 
afterwards the Same things are taken 
from them, then they have the ſame 
TEmMEg- 


7 Equty. 


either fox repairs about the Church, or 


Finch, But they cannot take or preſcribe to' 
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- buſed, as a Bell broken, gc. toſue them 


remedy at Common Law as other 
men, viz. To Indi& the takers , if 
Stolnz or if otherwiſe converted or a- 


by Adtion, in which they recover Da- 
mages, not to their own but the Pa- =] 
riſhes uſe. And: though the Church- © 3. parts 3 
wardens from whom the Goods were Trook., 
taken, be out of their Office, yet it Rep. 
ſeems their Succeflors may fue and rc- - | 
cover as aforeſaid. = 

This veſting of Goods in Church: 16, 4 

wardens,is fo far favour'd by the Law, fol. 9. * 
that it will ſometimes create a Gitt to * chin 
them, even without any writing or 277. 3 
words at all : For if a man buy a Bcll, 3 
and hang it up in the Steeple, or make 
and ſet up a Pew in the Church, with- 
out any expreſs Donation, yet by the 
very at they become fo dedicated to 
the Church, that if he, or his, after- 
wards ſhould go to take them away, or 
xemove them, the Church-wardens 
might ſue them for ſo doing. 1 
Yet theſe Officers have no ſuch pro- g Edu. : 
perty in the Goods of the Pariſh, as 4. fol. ji 
thereby to have power to give, ſell, re- 1 
leaſe, hurt, or impair. them ; For it 
they doſo, the Pariſhioners (though 
their year be not up_) may cle new 2 
ones — 


ones, who may have an account againſt 
A their Predeceflors. 
Tr. 12. If the Organs be taken out of the 
Jac, in B. Church, the Church-wardens ſhall 
er G- have an Action of Treſpaſs for the 
2 ſame, though they were taken by the 
Vicar himſelf, for they belong to the 
Pariſhioners, and not to the Parſon. 
Nor can. he ſue any perſon that takes 
: them in the Eccleſiaftick Court, 
pr.f,o. Butas touching any Eftateof Lands, 
- *” or profits of any Lands, the Church- 
wardens are not to intermeddle. And 
. therefore, if any perſon ſhall break the 
Walls, Windows, or Doors of the 
Church; cut down the Trees in the 
Church-yard, or cat up the graſs there; 
in this Caſe, not the Church-wardens, 
but the Parſon or Vicar muſt bring the 
| Action. | 
ah «ng If the Church-wardens preſent in 
1 the Ecclfiaſtical Court that I. P. one 
ſe.M.15 of their Pariſhioners 1s a railer, and a 
ac, in B. ſower of diſcord amongſt his Neigh. 
F ' bours, a Prohibition lies to ſtop their 


riſdi&ion of the Leet, and not to the 
Spiritual Court, unleſs fuch railing 
were in the Chuxch, or Church-yard, 


It 
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Suit 3. for this Caſe belongs to the Ju- 
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It they ſue M. W. in the Fac fiaſtick = Ring. ; 48 
Court, for that he; and all thoſe for- Þ 
owing that Eſtate, uſed to treat thePa- yzj1, 
riſhioners with Cakes and Ale, ec. at Car. 1.4 © 
their going in Proceffion, a Prohibiti- iz B. Re * 
on lies, for that this claim is in the na- I 
_ of a Corzody, and not ——— 
fer'd, 

The Church-wardens are to repair Seats in © 
the Seats in the Church, but the diſpo- the Churcho 
fal of them who ſhall ſit in them, be- 2 
longs of common right to the Ordina- 4 
ry (or Biſhop) of the Dioceſs, ſo that 
he may place or diſplace them as he 3 
pleaſe 3 except J 

x. The Seats in the Chappels be- Rollscaſi 
longing to Noble men. vgs by 

2, Wherea Man and his Anceſtors *% * b, 
having ſuch an Eftate, have uſed to re- 
pair a certain Scat or Iſle of the Church, 
and to fit there, and none elfe; there 
the Ordinary cannot diſplace him, but 
a preſcription of ſitting there, is not 
_ without preſcribing to repair 
allo. 


The Exif Confable. 


l ; 


CHAP. II, f 

The Church-wardens Duty about 
| Reparations, making 0 Rates 
and Preſentments, and in what 


things they are to joyn with the 
Overſeers or Conſtables. 


Hurch-wardens by the Common 
_4 Law are bound to take care that 
I the body of the Church, and the 
-  . Tower (or Steeple) be from time to 
| time ſufficiently repaired z but if the 
Chancel (which in moſt, if not in all 
places, isto be repaired by the Parſon) 
or any Iſle, or part of- the Church, 
which any man claims by , preſcription 
to himſelf, or his Houſe, be in decay, 
the Church-wardens are not bound to 
: repair It. 
7 H.6, They are likewiſe to take care that 
©. 12, H.the Church and Church-yard be kept 
KS >» decent and cleanz to provide Books 
Þ alivs, OfCommon-Prayer,Books of Homilies; 
2 a Parchment Book forRegiſtringChrift- 
nings, Weddings, and Burials; as alſo 
. Fents, 
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Fonts , Pulpits, T:bles, Cheſts for 
Alms, Communion Cups, and. other 
requiſite Ornaments and Furniture, 
and a Cheſt with three Locks and Keys 


for, keeping the ſame in, and Bread 


and Wine for the Sacrament, according 
to the number of the Communicants.. 


For defraying the neccſſary charges Juices 
_ of theſe things, they may impoſe Rates Gn F 
upon the Pariſh 3 which muſt be done g. , 5 


by the Church-wardens, with the af- 
ſent of the major part of the Pariſhio- 
ners, upon a publick warning given 
them before to afſemble to that pur- 
poſe. But if upon ſuch fair notice the 
Pariſhioners will not come, it ſeems 
the Church-wardens, and Over-ſeers 


of the Poor alone, or the major partof 


them may make the Rate. 


Put here we muft diſtinguiſh between 
Church Reparations, and Charch-Orna- 
ments or requiſite accommodations for the 
Warlhip and Scrvice of God in a Charch. 
Towards the charge of the firſt, a perſon fs 
chargeable in reſpe@ of bis Lands towards 
the laſt only, in reſpe& of his dwelling or 
habitation and perſonal Eſtate, 


I, Unhe 
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I. Under the Term Church-Repa- 
rations, are comprehended, the Walls 
of the Church, and Church-Steecple, 
the Church-yard, Walls of flone or 
brick, or rails, as the cuſtem is 3 the 
Windows, Iron-bars and Glafs 3 the 
Roof of Timber', with Laths, Nails, 
Priggs, Dogs and Bolts of Iron.; the 
Covering of Lead, Tilc-ſlates, or Shin- 
gles3 the Floor with Stone or Paving- 
tile; the Doors with Locks and Keys, 
Stairs, Flcors, Bells, Wheels and 
Ropes in the Steeple. The Palpit and 
the Pews, or Seats not made by private 
men by cuſtom. All theſe are to be 
done by Land-rate, though the Occu- 
pier of ſuch Lands lives in another Pa- 
rilh, 

2. By Church Ornaments, &#c. are 
meant, the Communion-Table, and 
Coverings thereof; the Communion 
Cups, the Bread and Wine, the Bible 
" and other Books appointed by Law; 
the Surplice, PuJpit-cloth and Cuſhion, 
waſhing the Communion-cloths, Can- 
dles when there is occaſion. The 
Clerk and Sextons Wapes, and the ex- 
pences of Church: wardens and Sideſ- 
men about the neceſſary affairs of the 
Pariſh, And all theſe are tobe raiſed. 
ratably 
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| ratably by the Pariſhioners, and not by 
Out- dwellers. 
And here Note, That though a Man Andrews 
Inhabiting- one Pariſh » and having _ _ 
Lands which he uſes and occupies in Jac. jn C. 
| another, may be charged for Church- b. 
repairs tothe Pariſh wherein the Lands 
lie, becauſe he may come there when he 
liſts, and is charged in reſpe& of the 
Land : Yet if he Leaſe out this Land 
in the other Pari{h, reſerving Rent; he 
| fhall not then be charged in ſch other 
{ Pariſh, becauſe there is now a Pariſhio- - 
ner and Inhabitant who' may be char- 
ed. ; 
, Where there is a Chappel of caſe in —_ L 
. a Pariſh, and part of that Pariſh havey* | Heb 4 : 
uſed time out of mind, to repair have Reps. © 
. Chappels, and there to hear divine ſer- 
vice and marry only they always bu- 
. ried at the Mother-Church , here they 
t muſt ſtill Contribute to the Repairs of 
& the Mother-Church ; for the Chappel 
| was ereed only for their eale, not to 
| Prejudice the reſt of the Pariſh. | 
| Ifthemajor part of the Pariſh agree M, 2, Cars, 5 
to have a Bcll mcxe than they were** 0B. Re & 
wont to have (or it ſeems, if they will : 
| havean Organ the Law is the ſame) 
which is bought, and they make a 
B Rate 
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Rate for paying —Iovk it 3 this ſhall bind 
the reſt of the Pariſhioners, though they 
never conſented to, or did oppole it, 
otherwiſe a few covetous , obſtinate 
people might hinder whatever ſhould 
be intended for the Churches Orna- 
ment. 

As to the Church-wardeas preſent- 
"ments in the Ecclcfiaftical Courts, the 
pradtice uſually is to Swear them to 
Fo preſent, according toa certain Bookgof 
7 Church= Articles, at the fame time delivercd to 
It  -hapoch _ by the Biſhop of his Surrogate : 
Caſe, in But where perſons refuſing to take (uch 
Fe: C.B.P. Oath, have been excommunicated, di- 
» \ 28+ Carc2- vers Prohibitions have of late been 

5 granted, commanding the Biſhops to 
take off (ſuch their ſentences, becaule 
9 the impoſing of ſuch Oath is againſt 
6 4 Law, as well for that Ecclkfiaftick 
= Courts, by the Common Law, have 

| not power to Adminiſicr an Oath in a- 

ny other cauics, but ſuch as are either 
Matrimonial or Teltamentary : As al- 
ſo becaulc the fame is forbidden by the 
Statute, Car 2. which took away the 

Oath Ex off:cto. 
| But tzough thev may. not. be com- 
& pellcd to take. ſuch Oath, yet if they 
ſhall not preſent according to the Ar- 
; ticles 


| Church-wardens ox Sides-men are not 116. + 2 
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I13 
ticles delivered, nodoubt but, reg may | 
for ſuch their negle& be proſecuted in 
the Ecclcliaſtical Court 3 and-in that 
caſe no Prohibition lies. 

But by the Canons themſelves , Canon. 


bound to: exhibit their preſcntwents a- 
bove once a, year, . where: it hath been 
no oftner uſed : Nor aboye twice a 
year in any Dioceſs whatſocver, ex- 
c(pt at the Biſhops Viſitation 3, for 
which preſentment, the Regiſter ſhall 
not take aboye Four pevce torone year, 
on pain of a months ſuſpenſion trom 
his Office for-every: offence... But the 
Church-wardens may voluntarily _ 
lent oftner if they pleaſe, F 
One of theſe two times is to be hon Can. 14gs; 1 
ten, days. before. Faſlcx ; And the Parr 1.16 
Jon ox Vicar is, to. joyn, with, chem; in 
ihgir, er PIOep relep (ments3 and if they xclule, 
Von 7 or Vicar: (or 1n their 
RT "ll Cure). may therp(clves 
preſent offences t to. their.Ordinaries-at 
ares Or as oft elſe #5 they hind 


Church: Lhe v2: » : after akin they _ "up 
preſentments exhibited Weg! any oft :* 
two times aforclaid, or when elſe they F 
doit, ſhall not be any farther ws 
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The Exaff Conllable. 
for the ſame, except it evidently ap- 
pear that they did} willingly and wit- 
tingly omit to prefent ſome: publick 
offence or crimes which they know 
committed, or could not be ignorant 
that there was then a publick fame of 
themz or unleſs there be very juſt cauſe 
to call them! to complain their former 
preſentinents. 'And in cafe of wilful 
omiſlion, the Ordinary ſhall proceed a- 
gainft them (fays the Canon as in caſes 
of perjury is uſed in the Ecclefiaſtical 
Court, Dehoc tamen qnere. © 


F urthermore by the Canons. 


Church-wardens are to ſce that all 
their Pariſhioners reſort to their Pa- 
riſh-Church duly all Sz#days and Holy 
daics, 'and continue there” the whiole 
cimeof Divine Sepvice,” ih which tir: 
they. are'not to perrnit' atty to walk, 
ſtand idle, or talk in the Church or 
Church-yard;* They fhall likewiſe call 
upon” ſuch” as* nepleR©coming' to 


| \. --» Chprch, .and if they amend not in ſuch 


xdmonition, they tuft preſerit them. 
thy They are'to ſuffer no Plays, Feaſts, 
art ons »  Suppery, Church-Alcs, 

5 inkings, Temporal Courts or _ | 


bk aa: 5 ge. Ma." 
as - 


The Exaif Conſfable. 

Lay-Juries, Muſters, or other profane 
| uſage to be keptin the Charch, Chap- 
| pel, or Church- yard : Nor the Bells to 


be rung (uperfluouſly on Holy-days or 


- >> 
"> 
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| Eves abrogated by the Common- 
. prayer Book, Nor at any other time 
f without a good cauſe to be allowed of 
& | by their Miniſter and themſelves. 3 
r They ſhall not ſuffer any man to C#P- 59: 5 
j Preach within their Churches or Chap- aka” MN 
- | - pels, but ſuch as ſhall ſhew their Li- : 
5 þ cenſe, And alſo they are to ſee that 
al the peace be duly kept in the Congre- 
| gation; and that all perſons excom- 
municated be kept out of che Church. CE 
The Church-wardens upon the ex. Cat. 8. 9+ © 
| piration of their year, or within one . 
ll month after , are to give a juſt account 
a" | of what they have received, and dis- 
ly | burſed, and to deliver up what money, 
W or other things belonging” to the 
x | Church, they have remaining 'in their 
Ik, | hands, to their ſaccefſors; by Bill' in- 
Or | dented - And if they refuſe fo todo, 
call they' may either” be! preſented at” the 
tO | next Viſitation: Court; 'or | the ſires 3 Ed: 4. 
uch | weding Chutch-wardens may have ai {© 
M-.. | Adion of Account againſt thetn'for the i 
alts, | fame at Common Law, wherein they 
hall- be allow*d all neceſſary disburfe- 
* Es ; ments, 
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The Exaf# Conſlable. 
ments, and expences incident to their 
Office about the affairs of the Pariſh, 
and the reſt will be recovered againſt 
them, 


Caſes wherein the Church-mwardens- are 
jointly concern'd to a with other Offi- 
cers, or equally impowered with them 
by ſpecial Statutes. 


I. They are tojoyn with the Over- | 
ſecrs of the Poor in the execution of þ 
thr; whole Othcez for they have an | 
equal authority and charge with them 
therein. The particulars we ſhall 


"JA (hew-under the next Tirle, when we | 
3 come to declare the Office of {ſuch O- F 
verlecrs.. 


\-.2. They are to joyn with Confia- b- 
bles.in Apprebending (uch perſons as | « 
dilturb Miniſters in levying. forfei- | _ 
tures for Swearing or Curing, or for |; 
killing Hares, Pheaſants or Partridges: | _ 
As likewiſe Gn Tigling aa} Drankem * 
=. © nels, Prophaning the Sabbath, defiroy- ||. 
BE 2 ing F ih, unlawtully 3) Levyiag; twelye | » 
"Wn 24D 02 PENCe | for not coming 42Ghtpenavery | ] 
Y | Std ayy$ce - . 

TE... - ae Focy arc allo to joyn with Coal 
3 bles. in-.making Rates. for. maimed | 
EY AIC > oy : Soul- | ule 
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| Souldierso or $7 /00 _—_ conveying 
Priſoncrs to, Gaal, +,and ſazing Trif 
Cattel;. 3 rivipg, Rogues brought to 
them,and, Paſſingthem away : Inchy- 
| fing Surveyors, and appointing days 
| for working: inghe -High-ways3 chu» bl 
| fing Seavingars in London, and levying -- 
| the penalty ok Fivepounds; upon+the 44 
Partics! gonads that '!is inot Buried in 
Wookkn ,,. necuding: .t0+the AG. 
1$ Cars 2 _ 
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ye | Jer Bui the Ghurchywardens $. Blix. 
-t/ dndk fiw other: of the Parifhioness cap. ig, = 
idefire. yi. gr -Chunch-wardens; to 14 Eliz. | 
lift ifb&; that purpoſe, iſhalliyearly in Pe 15 
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— firutipn'of 'Noilome Fowl: and: Ver: 
wine, 


- An Appendix to the 


and at any other time when it ſhall be 
needful, Tax and Rate' every perſon 
having the poſiciſion' of any Lands ot 
Tithes within'their Pariſh,ito pay ſuch 
Tams of money as they (hall think meet, 
according to the quantity of their 
Lands or Tithes, for and towards the 
deftrucion of 'Noifome | Fowl and 
Vermine: And all ſach as rcfuſe, or do 
mnot-pay the ſame within fourteen days 
after demand made by the ſaid Church- 
wardens, or one of them, ſhall forfeit | 
for every time Five billings, which to- 
gether with the ſum Aſſcfſed; ſhall be 
levied by-difire(ſs on ſuch-partiesgopds 


by the (aid Church- wardens, or one of | 
them; the ſame Diftreſs to be order- | 
ed and uſed as Diſtrefles for AmercR 


ments in Leets. 


"Andaz well che Gid Rates a6 Fen 
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ties Wall 'beyearly by the Ch 
dens, or one of them, deli by\Bills 
indepted to two honeſt ' ſubſtantial par| 
fons of the Pariſh, cle&ed and appoin- 
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Fi 


hea 


ted by the Church-wardens , named[eve 


diftributers of the-proviſion for the de 


And if the Church-warden| 
and fix'Inhabitants, or the ſaid Diff 


-baters, or an of them, (hall refuſe 0 
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make default in execution of this AQ 


| ſeits Five pounds for every default. 
Theſe Diftributers are to pay thoſe 
t, | chat ſhall deftroy any Noiſome Fowl 
it | or Vermine as follows. 


or any part thereof, ſuch Offender for= 


Ie | . 

d | For every 3 OS Gaee , | 
lo boughs, 1d. | 
. | headsof 
ys P; ves ON Rooks. 
_, RE 6 
et Young Crows, | 
'o- | For every 6 ) Pies, 4 

be | heads of or, nia: 

ds Rooks. 

of | 

ler- | Fir every 6'Egps of any of theſe 
ci | Fowls, -- one penny 
d. For every dozen of Stares heads, 
pal | one pennye 
ware | 

Bills * - Merton. Hawes, Y ' | 


per-| For the \ Furſe-kite, ( 24: and for 
0in-|hicad of Mold-kite, Buz: 2 Eggs of © 
med every /zard arrar=praed. them 1 'd; - - 
{ Ws, 2111 | ol ar 


- An Ippendix to the 
Waodwall,Pye, Fay, 
For the YRaven, Kite, Kings ( 
head of I fiſher, Bulfineh, :2 &:iÞ 
every or other Bird that 
ſpoils frait. 


For the head of every Fox or Gray, | 
twelve pence, 


Ftchew, Polcat, 
For the head ) Srzote, Feaſel, 
of cvery Fair, Badger, or 
Wild-cat, 


1d, =p 


| 
For every 3 heads of Mice or Rats, | 
: one penny. | 
: Forevery head of a Mole, ; Warpsior T 
ant, | one halt peonſ 8 
P 
0 
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: All whish KI hp a ſhall be kept | 
[5 In a fitting place, and once in a Month 
Y brought forth before: the Church: war-}. > 
WY | dens and Taxers, or any: three chem; | C 
by. che laid L ribucers, who fhall then > 
accoupt. what money ' they have, dif 
burſed for the (ame. 3-.and-;then they 
ſhall beburne, conſumed, or cut aſun- 
das, -;And.what One remains jo 
Þici hands, ſhall be deliver 
over Hs them at their years end, to ſud] 
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But Note, this AQ ſhall not extend 
to give any Liberty or Authority to a- 
ny perſon or perſons whatſoever, to 


| uſe or exerciſe any means or Engines 


for the deſtrucion of Crows, Chonghr, 
Rovks, or other the aforeſaid Vermine, 
| in any place, or places;to the deſtructi- 
on or diſturbance of the. building, or 
breeding of any kind of Hawkr. Heras, 
Foritts, Panpers, Swans, or Sbovelers, 
or to the d:{irnion or hurt of any 
| Dover, Dove houſes, Deer, or Warren of 


{ 


| Conies; Nor ſhall extend to give or 
| appoint any ſumor ſums of money, to 


{ bt given, paid or Uiſtributed to any 
perſon or perſons for the heads of any 
Brzzard, Ring-tazl, Herne, Pole-cat, 


4 Fitchew, or Stote, that ſhall or may be 


. taken inany Warren, or Ground, em- 
ployed tor Contey 3 nor to the taking 


et | of any Stares in Dove-houſes, nor to 


the deſtruction or bringing of any Kize 


if bt Raven killed in any Cityor Town 
MM] Corporate, ot withiti two miles'df'the 
diſ- lame. | bs ED. "ada: i | 
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Overſeers of the Poor. 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the Nature of their Office, in | 
ſetting to work the Poor, and 
putting out Apprentices. 


H E Overſcers of' the Poor are 
| Ofhcers yearly appointed to 
” be joyned with, and aſfifiant to 


OFFICE 
DUTY: 


the Church-wardens in the over-fight| 
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and ordering of the Poor 
anſwering, in nature and effe&k to the 
Office ot Deacon in the © Primitive 
Ehurch , thodgh now Cuſtom has 
brought that word'to fignifie an Officer 
of a very different kind. 


Theſe overſcers ought to be perſons _—_ 43- 
of competent wealth, and a good Con- _ -W 
| ſciences faithfully to perform their and 3: 
duty to the Poor committed to their 1 Jac. - 
charge, they.are to be choſen and made "I "Jy 


by ewo-or more of the Juſtices of Peace 
of the County (whereot one muſt be'of 
the Quorum) dwelling in, or near the 


| Pariſh for :which they /are elected, 


which Jaſtices:are yearly : under their 


Hands and: Seals,:at Exfter, or within 
one month after, to appoint two, three - 


or four ſabftantial Houſe-keepers (ac- 
cording to the greatneſs of the Pariſh) 
to be Overſeers of the Poor, and in 


_ default of ſuch appointment. - every 


Juſtice of; that divifion forfeits Five 
pounds. . 

And here Note, that the Law ſays 
theſe Officers are to be joyn'd with the 
Church-wardens to look after the Poor. 

So that *tis plain, the Church-war- 
dais'have an equal Authority witty 


" them in the bufinc(s, and may be pu- 
R F 4 niſhed | 


. 7 ART _"_ "WP 
p 4 > av aW. . —_ . 
Y 7 ; > ee i , 
3. % ” | 5 wu, RE 5 OS Eg FE 
*3-s<. © 1 == plagh—® 7" 
: S Ft M - 
EIT 


fthe Pariſh, 


, EM 

Br, 4 
PEE: 
-_ 

”- ” 
x 
x5 
> -- 


I 
: if 
I =.” 


TH. 


OR 


Ibid, 


A —_— ISS ST 

, In <4 FISS2S4 
> p 
- 


- £ j & x by j Q 19 ro z 


vithed if they negle their duty herdins 
But if there .be* but ;ione Ghurch-wars 


detr im @' Pariſh, it may.(lfhce :, AQ | 


the Ovciſcers of the Poor, ant ithig 
Church-warden may EKEeCute the Qikeo 
well enough. | 
2. Note, That the major part of 


theſe. Overſeers and Church-wardens 


may do any thing belohging to thein 


: Office without :1the ret. But thep 


ought to have the allowance of: wb 
Juſtices ( Qnoram uns) toevery thing 
they do, cither - 57 Wh at leaſt +} 
nerally. 

3« Theſe Overſcets fand: Clitict 
watdens too 'withy thera). or [ſuth/of 
them.as not. hindred by-juſt cauſe: 


be allowed by two haſtices) :3re once | 


Month to meet in tlie Chuyth on S4x* 
days, after Everiing Prayer, to-advile 
togcther. conderriing matters appei 
taining to thow:Office, dvd inthe Ex» 
ecution to-uſe all diligence; on paiito 
Twenty tpilings' foriciture on' coy 
default. | 
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Their Of 3s wieftyn to ak ev Pr 5 | 
{ - tingthe Poor 10 work, velieving ther 
when n#able to work, - and fetling then 
when deftitnte of Habitations, WY 


no Pariſh be u»juſtty charged.- : 


1. Theſe Officers /ate to ſet to work 519% 4 
the Children of fuch- whoſe Parents Sit A 
they ſhall think not: able to keep and ' 
maintain them, and all ſuch perſons ,. ..- 
| Married or: Ulhmarried; as having no | 
| means to maintain themiclves; uſe no. 
ordinary and daily trade'of/ lift: to get. 
their living by 5 and all fach likewiſe 
5 can get no work elſewhere; ' And if 
any by, them fo appointed- to: work, 
| ſhall refuſe fo to'do, erto work for the 
| wages Aſeſſed, ' any ras Peace. 

"may fend thermo Goa or the Houſe 
of CorreQion.. ' - it (21 

And the better to enable thetn coſet guar; 2;. 
fach poor people at work;--the faid car. 1... 
| Overlcers:and Church-wardens, with Cap. . 4+. 
conſent bf two, or' more Juſtices (one 
:of the @mornn) may ſet vp, uſe, and 
+]-follow #nyi Trade, Myſtery, or Occu-- 
- | pation only for the ſetting to work, 
&f | and iclieving the Poorof their Pariſh, 
| notwithſtanding any Statute to the 
- | contrary, F 5; 2.1n: 
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Office, they-may with'ſuch conſent of | 
Juſtices, and ought to-bind forth to be | 
Apprentices, fuch Peoples Children - 
whoſe Parents are- unable to maintain 
them 3 concerning which'Note, 


12, Thatthe Children: ſo put forth | 
:. , Ought to beabove ſeven, and un- 
der fifteen years of Age, when 
they are firſt Bound, and they | 
may bind the: Man-child till ! 
twenty-four years of Age, and 
the Woman till twenty-one years 
of Age, or that ſhe ſhall be 
Marricd , which ſhall firſt hap-: 


N 
2 Theſe Officers may with the | 
Juſtices help: compel any man 

- within the Pariſh, whom thy 
think fit, to take ſuch a poor 
Child, with, or without money 
according to the Age of tht 
Child, and condition of the in- 
tended--Maſter. . And if (ud 
Maſter and they cannot agret, 
then the Juſtices are to deter 
mine if, 
3+ They may put them to Weaver, 
. Mafons, and the like Mechanw 
Trads BW. 
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' Trades,.ag'wel 
, or Houlewifery 3 and though a 


: - -do not keep, Houſe, but be a.Lod- 


3. If any ſuch fit perſons refuſe to - 
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Las to Husbindry 
man be not a Trades-man, but a One 
Knight ,.. Gentleman , Clergy- EY 
manor Yeoman3. and though he 3 


ger, if he uſe Husbandry, Cloa- 
thing, Graſing,. &c.. or however 
his caſe be,' if by his: calling and + 
profeſſion he have occaſion to en- * 
tertain, and muſt uſe Servants of 
likequalicy, he:may be compelled 
to-take ſuch Apprentices : Yet if 
he be Rich, and will live lo, as 
to pretend he has no occaſion, yet - 
he may. be forced cgither to take - 
one himſelf, or give monty to- 
wards placing him with another, . 
all which ſhall not at all ex- 
cuſe his ordinary. Aﬀcfiment to + 
the Poor. 


take ſuch Apprentices, they may 

be Preſented and Indicd for 

the ſame at the Aſliſes or Sefſions, 
upon the Statute, 43 Eliz. cap- 2. Dalte '- 
So may the Childrens Pzrents, if ®P: 4% > 
they refuſe to part with them, . © 
not being able to bring them ho- - 
neſily up, or intice.them-away 


. - 


& = 


being' bound. - &nd-if che Chil- 
dren refufe to-go'tobeApprentices 
when ordered , they ſhall be ſent 
fo the Houſe of CorreQion- 
This putting forth to Apprentice 
muſt '|beby:Indenture; Hot 'an a- 
greement-by words, - andthe In- 
denture” muſt be + betweeh the 
Juſtices; Church-wardens'; and 
*- _ Overſeers -of the Poor for the 
time being, ot the ſaid Church- 
wardens and Overſeers; with the 
conſent of the Juſtices, 'arid the 
Apprentice onthe one-Part, and * 
him or her (if a'Fetne Sole) that 
takesthe Apprentice on the other 
part,” Thus, | 


adds $2 
OT” SLES. 


1 4 $ a - _ _ £ ON 
28) 4 $,h:iCW 


hd #. i. 


> 


*. "IR 0 
> w" < "Ro 


| 


py S can v YE Y 


F 


tre Re IEEE 3 eo ae, 3 4 Ny EEE AE dart ae v3 . 
; 7 We ; 55 C k : i 
6 —_ F "a S- EE ON 57 
"335" the. K. " | M4 Gs 

; © . EO | Lox s » 
| oo. F 

, _ 

Ls 


—_ 


Nik "IN of a art Ny 0" 
- ture, where a Child 


Ho "ia putt by the Ps 
nh, 


pa ><a node b_ f_— 
fourth 'day | of Avigult;\ if the 
Twenty: eighth year. of tbe Reign 


of Our Soveraign Lord; Charles #be. Se- 
cad, King of England, &c, Anno Dom. 
1676. Witheſſtth that W.D. and T.U. 


Overſeers of the Pariſh of Comden, in = 


.Connty. of Kent ,;: and 1..S.: and--F.K 

' C burcb-avardins: of tbe Javte own. by. 
andwithtbe allowance and conſent of Sir 
Rc Knights 14nd. Ti L. Eſq nite? bis 


Majefties Juſtices. of the Peace for the 


Jame Connty, have placed, aud by theſe 


preſents 'do place and bind 1.G: being.a 
\ Poor Fatberleſs Cbild|, or I.G. Son of H. 
' G. of the ſaid-Pariſh of C: Labqurer,. #1- 
'#ble by reaſon: of bis | Age. and. great 
Charge, to maintain and bring up bis ſaid 
$0] a5. an Appremize with, and to G. 


TG wh 9 aforeſaid, Huchondmen, ao 
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i; an Apprentice with him the ſaid G. M. 
to dwell from the day of the date of theſe 
preſents, until be the ſaid 1..G.. ſhall 
come to,. and attain the Age of Twenty- 
four years | or if it be @ Girl , phe Age of 
Twenty-one years,” or be Married, whi 

ſhall firſt happen] according 10 the Sta- 
tute in that Caſe made and provided, by 
and during all which time and term, the 
faid 1. G. (hall the ſaid G. M. bis Maſter 
well and faithfully ſerve in all ſuch lavful 
buſineſs as the ſaid G. M. fhall put bim 


the ſaid 1 G. wpou, according to bis- | 


power, wit, ayd ability; and boneſtly 
and obediently in all things ſhall bebave 
himſelf towards thefaid G. M. bis Chil- 
dren and F emily; and the ſaid G.M. 


: for his part Promiſeth, Cnvenanteth, and 
' Agreeth, that he the ſaid G. M. the ſaid 


I. G. in the Art and Skill of Husbaudry 
[or what elſe bis calling is | in the beſt. 
mauner that be can, or may, fhall teach 
end inform, or cauſe to be taught or in- 


Formed as much as tbereunto belongeth, 
and be the ſaid G. M. knoweth 3 and alſo 
" during all the ſaid term, to-find and 
' allow unto biz ſaid Apprentice ſufficient 


Meat, - Drink; Linnen, Wollen, Shoes, 
Stockings, Waſhing, Lodging , and all 
ether things ueceſſary or meet for ſuch an 


Apprene - 


\ 


ay and 


Let the Church-wardcns,, Over- 


ſeers and Apprentice Seal and 
Deliver one part to the Maſter , 
and the Maſter the other to them 
And it may be-conveniear that 
the two Juſtices Indorſe a fignifi- 
cation of their conſent on the 
backſide. 


. Money given to put out poor Stat. 7. 
Children Apprentices, is to be Jac, caps. 
employed by the Corporation or ** ©: 


Parſon , Conftables; + Church- 
wardens, and Overſeers accor- 


| dingly, on pain to foxfeit every 


of them five Marks; and the 
party taking money with . ſuch 
Apprentice, ſhall give Security 
by Bond,-to repay it at the ſeven 


_ years end, or within three months 


after ; or if the Apprentice die 
in. the 'mean time, then within 
one.year after his-death,.fo asthe 
money may be employed for put- 
tingout of others, 7.Note, 


prennice.: In Witneſs whereef , the 
ſaid Parties firſt. above-named, to "theſe 
preſent Indentures eOPRn 9; their 
Hands and Seals bave put, the 

year firſt abave-written. 
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"Oo No; Thar 'an' prehoe car\> 
1 not. be-- diſcharged but by four 
-*1 Juices at leaſt in'open' Scllions, 
or. by agreement in Writing un> 
der his Mafters' hand. - And' if 
the Maſter (hall put the Prentice. 

' into Appare}, *tis fach' a gift in 

; Eaw, that he'ſhall take it away, 
if he afterwards pirt. with the 
Prentice. 
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Crap. IL. 
-i The Overſeers duty in Relieving | 


and ſetling the es NY: 
rap, Kc. 


Here - are  thiee kinds of poor 

people. 

t. Poor by Immpotency , as Aged, 
Blind, DiſtraQed, &rc. 

'2, Poor by: Caſualty, 2s rnaimed in. 

thelr lawful Callings, undone wi Fire, 


: "ee 
X Je Poor by Riot and 1dlericſs, as 
Common Drunkards, Loiterers, Pil- 
—_— & Ce. 

The. 
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| and Grand-morthers,' bring, able, and ©'** 


in like manner of dvory poor Imipotent 


The firſt of theſe are wholly to be 2 
provide for:; the ' fecond, that have ..; > 
firength of body, but not ſufficient .c 4.» } 
means! to- maintain themſelves; are: to I 
be: {et on -work, and beſides allowed 
ſome Relief proportionate to their ne-. 
ceſlitics : But che third ſort are to! be 
{ent to the Houſe of CorreQion, there : I 
tobe held to hard laboar, 'co: maimrain = 
themfelyes+ without '- Charging "the - ** 33 
Town. . * | TS S160 = 

, Fathers, Grand-fathers, Mothers, St. 43 2 


— 


” CAP. 2 


alfo the Children and! Giand-children 


perſon ,: fhilk xclieve tuck: poor Rela 
tions,. as :ſhall be Aſleffed at Quarter 
Scfſions;!:and forfeirs T wenity (hillifgs 
a month-as long as: he refuſes $ Bur ®«t 
ſeerns Baftard Children are not within 
the Law compellable. to maintam theit 
reputed Parents, nor can the Juſtices 
compel any mar\to. do. it thiat lives out 
of thcix County. : b 
-. If a poor man want a Houſe; 'the IThid. 7 
Overſeers by conſent of the Lord: of 
the Mannor, may. ere @ Cottage oh 
the Waſt, - and lodge Inithates- therein, 
notwithftanding . the S1art. 31; Eli. 
cap. 7. They may likewife Licenſe their 
FEET poor 


Rates, 
+ Eliz. 
,. Cap. 2, 
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| St. Jac. 
A Cap. 7. 


_ ed by two Juſtices(one of the: D»orum!) 


poor to beg wichia their own Pariſh, 


but not in the High-way'z and any In- 
habitant'that: ſerves or relieves at their 
door any but thoſe of their own Pariſh; 
having ſuch Licenſe, forfeits' Ten ſhil- 
lings a time for ſo doing, 

For enabling them ſo to relieve the. 
helpleſs Poor, theſe Officers, or the 
greater part of then may raiſe weckly,; 
or otherwiſe, of every Parfon, Vicar, 
and other Occupicr of Land, Houſcs, 
Tithes , 'Coal-mines , or faleable Un- 
derwoods, &c. in their Pariſh , ſuch 
ſum as'they ſhall judge fit .and necefla- | 
xy, which Rate or Tax muſt be allow- | 


and then by their Warraut they. may - 
levy it bydiſtrcls, on the goods of ſuch 
as ſhall refufe to pay it, or in default of | 
goods, the refaler may be committed * 
to Priſon cill it be paid. | 


But here Note, © = 


1. Theſe Rates are to be made-ac-' j 
cording to men: viſible eſtates real and 
perſonal within che place only, not for 
any Eſtate they may have clſewhere, 
and muſt be only on the Tenants or Oc+ 
cupiers of Land, not on Landlords as | 
ſuch, 2. All } 
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2. All Lands are chargeable with 
theſe Rates, which are uſually ſec by 
the pound 3, and for ſtock and goods 
*tis generally thought reaſonable to 
follow theproportion of Lands; that 
Is to ſay, an Hundred pound ſtock to 
be rated at five or fix pound a year in 
Land. 312 

If any find themſelves aggrieved by 
any Tax, they are to be relieved at the 
Quarter Seſſions. 

Theſe Offieers to preſerve their Pa- 


_riſhes from an increaſe of charge, are 


often much troubled about keeping out 
and ſettling poor: people that would: 
obtrude upon them; wherefore ob+ 
ſerve firſt, 


x. That forty days refidencequietly s;, 14 -* 
in a Pariſh ſhall be  accounted-a Legal Car.' 2+ _ *; 
ſettlement, provided it be not brought P-.14+" 2 


about by praQice- 

- 2, It any Stranger come into a Pa- 
riſh, in-any Tenement, -under Ten 
pounds a year, and refuſe to give Se- 
curity to diſcharge the Pariſh, any two 
Juſtices: (@zorum unus,) on complaint 


of the Church-wardens or Overſeers 


within the forty-days; may: fend him 
to the place where he was laſt Legally 
ſettled"; And if. any find himſelf ag- 

| 7 oricved. 
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gricved by the Juſtices, he may appeal 
to the Sefſions. 

3- Yet any perſon may g0 abroad o 
work in Harveſt, or other employment, 
with a Certificate from the Miniſter, 
one Church-warden, and one Ovecr- 
feer, that he is in their Pariſh a (ettled 


Inhabitant, and in ſuch caſe, it he fall 


Impotent after he have betn in a firange 
place: above forty days, this ſhall, be 
counted no ſettlement, buthe is to bs 
rxcturned tothe firſt Parifh. " 

4- Perſons rcfaling to go, or not re+ 
maining in | the Pariſh whete : they 
ought tobe ſettled,: may be feet by the 
Jufiices to the houſe of Correction, - {| 

5. 4. having Wife and Children, 
takes an Honſe in the Pariſh of B. for 
-one year, - during which tine he is 1- 
. Icgally turned ont of pofſcflion, theri he 
fakes a Houſe in another Parith, ext of 
which he is put within two ot three 
days, arid wanting a place to ſhelter 
him, gets into a Barn, in a third-place, 
where his Wiſe is delivered of another 
Child : In this caſe, they are all to be 
{ent to the Pariſh out of which a bi 
were firſt egallys forced. | 


6:-On8 
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there was twenty. weeks at work, ; but 


with Child 'apd delivered 3 in: «his 7" 
| - caſe ſhe and her Child fhalllbe: (ergled'/ip 


Overſeers of the Bo0z.— 137 s 

6. Oneborn at $. left that-place tem Bul. Ln 1 
years, and lived in T1 taking a;Houſe, * Z 
and paying xent there for two or three 
years, and afterwards keft- chat place 
alſo fox {ix or ſeven years, and then 


came to I. in another County, and 


ye 3 57% - 


becoming: impotent, 'did wander and 
beg, and being taken as A Vagrant, it 
was ordered: he. ſhould: be pafled: and 
ſetcled at S. where he was born. -- 

A. lives in; a Houle, ac-B; with his 
Children, but works:in C. AOSIGP 
thereby, the year; x In. «ys Caſe, his 
Children ate feutled' in,Þ. netip Cin 
cale. of his'death.,; If a Woman: Uny 
warriedibe hired in-088 Pariſh, and 
there. got with Child ,, and-then-goes 
znto another. Pariſh,. a apd. 1 43S there det- - 
tled in Service, or otherwiſe, for-bwo IF 
or-three Menihs, aud :then-is found nelbly; | 
Ju of 5; bag 
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this Pariſh where ſhe is, not ſent: to the 
Pariſh where: it was begot... ; {+1 -5 
.. "Two next. Juſtices: 4nay- taksrt9- 

deras well for the puniſhment. ofthe. 
_ of a Baſtard Child ;,-a5 alloto 

-.axputed; Father to. aye 

Paridh, by allowing movy 

weekly, 


138 


Of the Office of 


weekly, and to Impriſon him or her if 
that order be not performed 3 and for 
better - diſcovery of the matter, the 
Juſtices may examine the Mother her 
{c1f upon Oath, concerning the repu- 
ted Father. - | 

If B. have a Baftard Child by M. born 
in the Parifh of D.-fix years fince 3 and 
the reputed Father M. Marries another 
Woman, and they keep the Child the 
fix years in another Pariſh, called A. 


and the Mother of the Child continues | 


all the while at Service a' fingle Wo- 
man, aud then the reputed Father 
dies poor: -In this caſe the 'Baſtard- 
child is: to-be* ſent to the Mother firſt; 
if ſhe be able comaintain it 3 if nor, it 
muſt be kept by the Pariſh of N. where 
it was ſo many years ſettled with the 
Father. 25 3; Jad | 
Laſtly : - Theſe Officers, -as well 


">: Church- wardens as Overſcers are to be 
.-: afſiing to the Conſtables where they 
- are required by ſome ſpecial Stafutes, 


as for ſuppreſliag of Conventicles, for 
which ſee before io the title Conſtable: 


And within four days after their year 


ended, and others choſen, - they areto 


-make a true accountto two Juftices, of 


what money they have zeceived al 


Hs. a oy : RS» bo - 


Overſeersof the Pdoz. 
disburſed, what Wares they have in 


their hands, . or in-the hands of any.of 
the*Poor 3. what. Prentices - they chave 


put out, &c And what'is ſo\ remai- 


ning, ſhall pay over to the new Over- 
ſeers; if they refuſe to account the 
Juſtices may ſend them tothe Goal 3 if 
after they have. accounted, they refuſe 
or fail to pay over the money-in their 
hands to their Succeſſors, the (ame 
- may be levied on their goods by 

diftreſs; and in default of ſuch di. 
ſir, the refuſer to be ſent to Goal, 
there [tO remain till. payment and 
dvveay of of ſuch PEE: and OY 
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Direitions for Surveyors - 
of the High-way "ag. 


j 


Urveyors, or rather Supreviſors of 
che Highways, or Way-wardens, | 
as they call chem 3n ſome Cquntits,:are 
Officers yeasly-appointed to look after _ | 
the necefſary reparation'of the High- | 
A ways within-that Pariſh or Precin@& tor | 
2 which they ſerve. tt of 
| Sr. 14, ' They are to'be choſen on Manday s 
my Car. 2. Or-'Tweſd xy in Eafter 'wetk; yby- the | . 
4 cap. 6, Church-wardens, Conſtables or Ti- | * 
by thing-men for the time being, with 
the advice of the major part of the In- 
habitants, and are to be two or more. 
inwnutaber, according to the greatneſs 
of the Pariſh, and being choſen, mult 
Ec: have notice thereof given them in wri- 
wu ting by the Conltables, &s, the next | 
Eo Snuday after. \_ | 
Ee 2 B& 3-P. + ediately after ſuch notice, they 
* &M., -arb'& take this Office upon them, on 
L-$P- 3. pain of forfeiting Twenty ſhillings: In | 
t theexccution whereof note, | 
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' | that all Pariſhioners' do their work 
* | choſe days in manner following. 
. I. Every one having a Plough-land 
" (which is counted as much as one 
c | Plough may plough ina day) in 
5 - Tillage orPaſftyre-in the Pariſh, 
1 or keeping there a Plough or. 
—_ Team, ſhall come forth with one 
XN), WainorCartfitfor carriage,pro- 
vided with Tools, Oxcn, Horſes, 
he) &c. according to the manner of 
ws the. Country , and two able men 


I. That they have todo with no 
ways, but the publick High-ways , 


- called in Latine Vie'Regie, the Kings 


High-ways, for ſo fays the Statute , 


High-ways leading to Market Towns, | 


Oc | 

2, The Conſtables: and Church- 
wardens, when they chuſe Surveyors, 
are to. appoint fix days between that 
and Midſummer to be (ct apart for a- 
mending the High- ways, whereof nexe 
Sunday they are to give publick notice 


| inthe Church, and then the Surveyors 


are to ſee. the ſame done and obſerved, 


who are to work in ſuch manner 
as the Surveyor (hall direct, eight 


| « . kours in eycry of theſe ſix days, 
1 G 
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on pain of forfeiting Ten fhil- 

lings for every default. 

2. Kvery other Houſholder, Cot- 
tagerand Labourer in the Pariſh, | 
being able to work, and not a 
Servant hired by the year, muſt 
come out himſelf, or provide 
ſome able man to work all the ſix 
days, on pain of forfciting twelve 

AD pence for every default. | 

[- - St, 18. 3- Perſons that have no Carts, if 4 

FF eap. 9.\ they be in ſubſidy Five pounds in. 3 

[+ . pL goods,or Forty ſhillings in. Lands, | 

221 or above, muſt find .two able ? 

men. FCC 2 


Y If the Surveyors (hall think any of ' 
2 the-Ploughs or Carts needle(s. any: of - 
be the days, they may ſpare them, and in | 
ſtead thereof, require two able men. 
who muſt come under pain of forfe!- « 


ting twelve pence a man for every de- { 
I faulc. bY” , 
| Above fix FEyery Pariſh is bound to repair theix 
þ £99. High-ways, and if they be defective, | 
may be Indicted at. the Common Law; | 
 wherefore if ſix days will not ferve,f 
the Surveyors may appoint more, and 
charge all perſons chargeable to come 
to work; and-if he who is wes 

| cam 
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Overſeers of the Poo. 4” 
\ Team, negleq, he forfeits Ten fhil- 
lings, and the Labourer Eighteen © 7 
pence for every day : But for all ſuch, . 2 
days above fix, the Surveyor is (0 pay Gu. Q\-N 
them, whercin if they cannot agree, cap. 6. 7 
the next Juſtice out of the Pariſh is to 
determine it. | | 
Surveyors may take and carry away gg. » 
ſo much Rubbiſh and ſmall broken eliz.  - ; 
Stones already digged out of any mans cap+ gig 3 
Quarry within the Pariſh, without the BE 
owners leave as they (hall think fit, or _ 
gather looſe Stones in any mans 
groved, but may not without leave 
ig. for new Stones, nor take great 
Stones already digged: They may like- 
wiſe dig for materials in probable 
places, as Sand, Stones, Gravel, &c. 
So as it be not in Houſes, Gardens, Or- 
chards, or Meadows of any man, gor 
may they make a Pic {above ten yards 
in breadth or length 3 and they are co 
fill it up again at the Pariſh charge, or 
forfeit Five marks to the owner. ; 
If there be not ſufficient in the ſame St. 14. © 
Pariſh, they may ſodig in the next Pa- <a "i 
riſh, under the limitation aforeſaid, *P'** _ 
without paying any thing for the faid. 
Sand, Gravel, &c. only damages for 
ſpoiling Grafs by cornings. 
*: 2 \_ 
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& St. 5. Where any Watercourle ſhall be in 
EY 


; any Ditch or Ditches of the High- 
-CaP-F5* ways Annoying the ſame, it ſhall be | 
;  lawtul for the Survcyors to turn the | 
ſame into any mans ground as ſhall 
= {cem molt convenient. | 
© Thid. Owners of Grounds adjoyning to | 
 St.i8. the High ways, not keeping their 
| EliZz Hedges low, and cutting down Trees 
(P- 2.2 and Buſhes growing over the ſame | 
4 ways, forfeit Ten ſhillings. And he 3 
- that ſcours not the Ditches next ad- + 
joyning co the ground that is next to 
the High-way , that the Water may 
paſs the better out of High: way, 
(hall forfeit Twelve pence for every 
Rod. 

Any perſon fcouring Ditches, and 
throwing the (oil into the High-way, 
or-laying Dung there, and ſuffering it 
to lie there ſix months, forfeits for c- 

' very Load Twelve pence. 


If the Smrveyors negled to preſent theſe 
offences within one month after they 
ſhall be committed they forfeit for 
every default Forty ſhillings. 


| 74 Car. No hired travelling Wain, Waggon, 
” 2, cap.6, Cart or Carriage, .C other than Carts ., 
2 a | : x | 1M- I 
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him, 


imployed about Husbandry , and car- 
rying home Harveſt, or in his Ma- 
jeſties Service ) ſhall be drawn, or go 
with above ſeven Beaſts, whereof fix 
hall go double 'or in pairs 3 nor with 
above eight Oxen, or fix Oxen and 
two Horſes, nor (hall carry above two 
thouſand pound weight between Oo 
ber and May, nor above three thouſand 
Found weight between May and O@o- 
ber, on pain of forfeiting Forty (hi- 
lings, one part to the. Surveyors, the 
other to the Overſeers, and the thud 


to the Proſecutor; to be levied by dj- 


ſtrels on the Cattel 3 and in cale the 
Penalty be not paid. withia thxce. 
days, to be ſold, returning the over- 
plus, charges of keeping and (clling 
dcduced. EY 

Surveyors of the High-ways within. 
one month after their yearis out, (hall 
give a true account to .the Pariſh or. 
Hamlet at ſome publick meeting, ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, of all monys 
by him paid and received, and what- 
moneyy are in Arrear for Fines or Pee 
nalties. And what remains overplus 
in his hands, he ſhall pay over to the 
next Surveyor. And if. he refuſe lo. 
to. account , the Juſtices may commit 
G 3 In 


; WE (ot "IJ ET OR Re RT 0 Te ag es. | 2 BL ® EI EO oy tarts "M 
Overſeers of the Pooz. 145 


{ H.8.cap.s 


\ Df theOfiice of 


In Londox the Scavengers ſeem to 
ſupply the places of Surveyors in ſome 
mealure, whole Othce conſiſting in 
Keepipg the Streets clean, carrying a- 
way dirt, ec. is partly ſettled by the 
Stat. of 14 Car. 2 cap. 2. and partly by 
the cuſtom of the City. 


An Appendix concerning 


Þridoes, 


Where a common Bridge is decay'd 
in the Rings High-way, and it cannot 
be known who, or what Lands are 
chargeable to repair the ſame, four 
Juſtices of the Peace ( Quorum nnwus) 
may within their limits call before 
them the Conſtables, or two of the 
moſt honeſt Inhabitants of every Pa- 
riſh within their City , or Town Cor- 
porate, wherein ſuch Bridge is, and 
with their afſents may Tax cvery In- 
habitant ſuch reaſonable ſum as they 
ſhall think convenient towards re- 
pairing fuch Bridge, and repairing the 
High-ways for three hundred foot 
next the ends of any ſuch Bridge, 
which Tax multi be particular, and 

h nat 
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To the Juſtices, to-be proceeded againki 


' . Bridge, may enter on any other mang 186. 


_ terials there, and the Owner (hall have 
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not ſo much on a Hundred or Town, 
for then ſome few might be diftrained 
upon for the whole, 
* The ſaid Jufiices may appoint Col- 
leRors togather ſuch Taxes, and Sur- 
yeyors to ſee the work done, both 
which Officers, .and: their Executors, 
and Adminifiratoas, ſhall eruly account 


at the General Scſlions, * 

If a Bridge be wholly in aCity or 
Town Corporate, ſuch City or Town 
mult repair it 3 if it be out of any ſuch 
City ot Town, the. whole Couhty by 
common right is to repair it'+, And it 
part of « Bridge be in one County, 
and part in another, both ſhall contri- 
bute fo far as it: is in their limits re- 4 
ſpeively. ; | Y 

Such as are chargeable to repair a Crompy.. 


Ground adjoyning, and lay their ma- 


no AGion, becauſe it is iz Commnze 
bontm, for a common advantage. - 

All Bridges ſhall have ſufficient Walls 14 Gar. 2 
or Potts, and Rails on each fidefour 7 P ay 
foot high at leati, from time to time, to =_ 
be kept ſufficiently repaired. | 
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As a(prollary to the whole 
we ſhall briefly ſet down 
the chief Duties requi- 
red by our Law,of M:- 
niſters, Pariſh Clerks, 

T reafurers of the Coun- 

ty Stock, Governonrs, 

. of- Fairs, &C. 


And firft, of the Parſon or Cu- 
rate. 
Not to meddle with his FunQion 
as 'tis Spiritua], he is beſides, 

To Regifter the Teſtimonial of eve- 
ry Servant, at his :going from his - 
Service, for which he may take two 
pence. 

He is to be preſent to aid the Con- 
fiable when Rogues are whip'd , to 
Regiſter the ſame, and (ſend a Teftimo- 
nil with them afterwards, on pain of 
Five ſhillings for every default. | 

KO He 
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He hath power co Licenſe any toeat 
ficſh on days prohibited in.the time of 
their ficknels, and for Regiſtring the 
ſame in the Church Book, he is to. 
have four pence, ec. 


Pariſh Clerks. 


A Pariſh Clerk is a Lay- Officer of a- 
Pariſh, whoſe duty is to attend upon 
the Miniſter and Church-wardens a= 
bout holy things. 2 

' Heis tobechoſen according, to the. 3 

cuſtom of the place, if uſually the Pa- 2 
riſh have choſen him (uch <leRtion is 
good , notwithſtanding any Canon 3 Haghs: 
and therefore in ſuch caſe, if the Mi- gep, 5. 4 
niſter of the Pariſh, and the Biſhop or Cand. and 
Chancellor of the Dioceſs chuſe ano- Plow. . * 
ther, the firſt ſhall-ſtand. Caſe,”. 1 

The Parſon of a Pariſh cannot put a March; . 
Clerk fo choſen out of his place, with- Rep.-1097.; © 
out juſt cauſe, nor interrupt him if: 3 
he do, he may have an Aion apainſt ; 
him, as any other man that is diſturbed 
1n. "Ng Lay Office, ) 


His 
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© \ His Office conſiſts chiefly in ſetting 

E. * the Bread, Wine, and Cups decently 
on the Communion Table, providing 
Water for Chriſtening in the Font, 
making clean the Church, putting the 
Bible and Common- Prayer Book in 
their places for the Miniſter, reading 
the peoples part of the publick Prayers, | 
beginning the Palm, Ringing the |, 
Bclls, ec. 

© Tf any Pariſhioners with-hold his 
Wages, he may be relieved by Warrant 
from two Juſtices of Peace, who may | 
order payment, and in default, order 
diftreſs as hath been by forve athrmed. 
But Omere now, for we ſuppoſe he 

3 muſt proceed according to the cuitom 

4 of the place, Fn 


Treaſurers of the County- 
-_ 


Theſe Officers are appointed by the 
Scflions, aud ought by the Statute to 
be Sublidy-mcn, of tcn pound a year 
Lands, or conſiderable perſonal Eſtate, 
and axe annually changed. 
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| Overlters of the Þ do 09” I 
The Juſtices in Quarter Seffions See & 43, 2 
charge every Pariſh ſo much towards £''Z a 
relicf of maimed Souldiers and Mari- cap 2: 
ners, or of the Priſoners in the Kings Car, 2. 
Bench and Marfhalſeas ; which being cap 9+ 
Aﬀeſſed by the Pariſhioners amonglt 
chemſelves,the Conſtables and Churchs 
wardens are to levy it, and pay it to 

theſe Conſtab'es, who muſt deliver it- 

to theſe Treaſurers, who our of it are 

fo relieve ſuch maimed Souldfers and 
Mariners, and give a juſt account to. 

the ſucceeding Treaſurers. 


CFovernour's of Fairs and 


Markets. 


They mini appoint a Foll- -keeper : 
to attend from Ten a Clock in the 
Forenoon till Syn-ſet, on pain of For- 
ty ſhillings for every default on every 
Fair or Market day. 


Such Toll-keeper may take due 3 
and lawful Toll for every Horſe, -_ 3 
Mare, &c. And the parties to- every b 
bargain or exchange, muſt be [= 
cnt 
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ſent at taking ſuch Toll, and alſo 


| the faid Horſe, Mare, e&c. And 


the Toll-keeper muſt Wrice down 
the Namer, Sur-names, and dwell- 
ing Places of. all the ſaid parties, 
and the colour and mark of the (aid 
Horſe, Maze, &c. on pain of Forty 
ſhillings. 


And- if the Seller be unknown to 
fach Toll-keeper , he is to bring 
one credible Perſon that is well 
known to him, to Vouch his know- 
ledge of the Seller, whoſe names are 
both to be centred, with the marks 
and price of the Horſe or More, of 
which the ,Buycr may, it he pleaſc, 
have a note (ſubſcribed with the Toll- 


keepers hand; paying for the ſame, 


two pence : | Every Tol}-keeper (uf- 
fering fuch Sale without ſuch Vou- 
cher, and every Voucher giving falſc 
teſtimony, forfeits Five pounds, and 
the Sale to be void. 


If a Horſe Stoln be legally ſold 
with Vouchers, the Owner mav re- 
deem him within fix months after 
Sealing , proving the Horſe to be 
his, aud repaying what the we 
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(hall Swear before a Juſtice, he paid  * 
for him; but if he be not fold o- 3 
penly in Market overt, and Toll'd 
and Vouched, the Owner may ſcize 


or Replevin him wherever he finds 
him. | | 
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3 I ' : OF A 
 London-Conſtable. 


Hough the Office of Conſta- 
ſtables in Londoxu be of the 
ſame nature, and directed 

* by the ſame Statutes we 

have recited under the ſeveral heads of 
their duty : Yet ſince there is ſome 
variation, not only in the manner of 
their Election, but likewiſe in the 
- formottheir Oath, as it is uſually Ad- 
-  . Miniſixed ; We ſhall here (becauſe no- 
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thing of it is yet extant in any treatiſe 
- of this nature) treat briefly of a London 
#.- » Conſtable, not intending to repeat all 
© the aforeſaid branches of his Office in 
common with others throughout the 
| Realm, but ſet down only ſome parti- 
cularities wherein by Cuſtom they dife 
| fer,'or to Which by Ads of Common 
Councel, &c. he is ſpecially obliged. - 
1. No man can be a Conſlable in 
Loydon, unleis he bea Freeman of the 3 
ſaid City; and whoever is ſo,is obliged ' +} 
to put up the Kings and City Arms = 
over his door; or if he. live in an 
Alley, at the end thereof ro the Streer, 
L to ſignifie a Conftable hves there. 
| 2. The whole City being divided 
| into twenty-ſix Wards, every Ward 
is ſub-divided into ſo many PrecinRs, 
each of which has its proper Conſta- 


| 
F- - DIE 
4 3» The manner of making Confla- 
| bles here is thus: The Pariſh or Pie- 
l. cin& preſent, or nominate , ſome of | 
their Inhabitants as fit for this Office Repry - 
in the Veſtry, then at the Wardmote, 129. 7 
which is always held on Saint Thomas's 3 
day, the perſon ſo preſented, is either 1 
confirmed, or for ſome good reaſons, * 
ects off, and another & appointed M 4 
is. 
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56 TheOtfficeandDuty of. 
| his ficad, ſo that the Ele&ion of Con* 
ſtables may. properly. be ſaid to be in 
the Wardmote, and then fach perſons 
fo ratified in the ſeveral Wardmotes for 
- the whole City, are to appear- at the 
general Court, of Aldermey, to be 
holden in the Guildhall, on Mzunday 
next, after the Feaſt of the Epiphany 
(.or 'Twelfth-day, as 'tis uſually call- 
ed ) next coming , where they are 
SWOIrn. 


The Form of the Oath there 
Adminiſtred to them, be- 
Ing as follows- 


3 ſhall Swear that ye fhall keep 
the Peace of our Sovereign Lord 
the King , well and lawfully to your 
power : and you ſhall Arreſt all them 
that make Conteſt, Rot, Debate, or Af- 
fray in breaking of be ſaid Peace, and 
lead them ts the Houſe or Counter of one 
f the Sheriffs, and if ye be withſtood by 
frength of miſdoers , you fhall rear on 
them an out-cry , and purſue them from 
Street to Street, and from Ward to Ward 
_ Bll they be Arrefted: And ye ſhall ſearch 
ot 
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at all times ( wben ye be required by the 
Scavengers or Beadles) the common noy- 
 ſance of your Ward, and the Beadle and 
Raker 'you ſhall help to rear and gather 
their Salary and Quarterage, if you be 
thereunto by them required : Aud if 
any thing be dome within your IWard. 
againſt the Ordinance vof this. City, ſuch | 

defaults as ye ſhall find there done, ye 


,” ſhall then preſent to the Major and Mini- 


ſters of the City. And if ye be letred by 
any perſoh or perſons, that ye may uot 
duly do your Office, ye ſpall certifle the 
Major and Common Council of the City, 
of the name or names of him or them hat 
ſo let you. | 

| Te ſhall alſo Smear, that during the 
time that ye ſhall fland in the Office, and 
occupy the room of a Conſtable,: ye ſhall 
once at the leaſt in every month, certifie and 
fhew to one of the Clerks of the Majors 
Conrt and in the ſame Court, as well 
the Names as <nr names of all Free men 
which ye ſhall know to be Deceaſed within 
the Pariſh wherein ye be Inbabited, as al- 
fo the Names. and Sur-aames of all the 
Children of the ſaid Free- men ſo deceaſed, 
being Orphans of this City. And thus 


You ſhall not leave todo, as God you belp. 
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4. It hath-ſometimes been practiſed 
to admit perſons nominated for Con- 
Rables, to Fine themſelves off, but 
this ſeems rather. by Connivance or fa- 
vour for ſome particular realon than 
De Fare. But it is frequent]y allowed 


that the perſon cholerf may hire a De- 


puty (fit and duly qualified for that 
purpoſe ) to execute and f{crve the 
Office for him, and in that caſe ſuch 
Deputy is to be Sworn, and muſi an- 
{wer for defaults as aforeſaid. 

5. Though Conſtables in Loudon , 
are choſen every one by and for ſome 


particular Precin&, yet-:he has power 


to (erve Warrants, and execute his 
Office throughout the whole City, if 
required. | 
6, [Therefore as to Watching a 
Nights at the Gates, &c. There are in 
every Ward ſo many Watchmen or- 
deredi' by AQ of Common Council. 
And by Cuſtom all the Conſtables in 
cach Ward attend ſucceſlively, one e- 
very Night, according to his turn, to 
go the Rounds, and look after all 
other things belonging to his Of- 


_ fiCEs 


7. Note, Watching being a. perſo- 


_ nal duty, every man is to ſerve therein, 


and 
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and the Conftable and Beadle ought 
every Night to warn in fo many of his 
precind as he ought tohave 3 and, *tis 
ſaid, may infift upon a Mans coming 
* forthin his own perſon, without very 
juſt cauſe ſhewed to the contrary. But 
| commonly for thoſe that do not ap- 
| pear themſelves, the Conſtable hires 
I men, wh- m the'faid parties reſpeRive- 
| 1y mutt pay by the Quarter, or other- ' 
wiſe, fix pence a Night more or leſs, by. 
according to cuſtom; and it they re- : 
oY fuſe, the Lord Major will compel 
| them, 6 


[_ 


has 
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+ 8. By the Articles of the Wardmote- Dalt.  _ 
. . Inqueſts, it appears that every Confia- RP. 2 37 
" ble 1s from time to time tocertifie to * 7 
|. fach Inqueſt, the Name, Sur-name, 
| Dwelling place, Profeſſion, and Trade 
| ofevery perſon who ſhall newly come 
| to dwell within his Precin&, that they 
may keep their Rell perfeQ.And there- 
fore the Conſtable is to make and keep 
a perfe@ Roll in like manner. As allo 
| -- Gn month to ſearch & inquire what 
perſons be pewly come there to lodge 
% orſojourn. And if he find by their 
own confeſſion, or by the Recordof any 
of the Books of any Alderman of the . 
City, that ſuch new comers are In- 
| diced, 
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| died, or gpm out of any other Ward 


' for evil and noyous life, and will not 
find Surcties for their good Abearance, 
both they and their Landlords, or rc- 

- Ceivers are to be warned that they de- 


part 3, and if they. refuſe, they may be 
Impriſoned, and their Landlords Fined 
as much as he was to have by the year, 
for ſuch Houſe or Room. 

If any perſons in great Rains, or 0- 
ther times, {weep the Soilage or Filth 
of thcir Houſes into the Channel, and 
the ſame is after conveyed to the 
Thames every perſon fo offerding 
(hall forfeit Twenty pence, and upon 
complaint made to any Conſtable next 
adjoyning, it (hall be lawful for him to 
diftrain Br ſuch forfeiture; and the 
like penalty to be paid by every perſon 
that burns Ruſhes or Straw in his 
Houſe, or that waſhes in the common 
Streets or Lanes 3 the one moiety to 
the Major and Commonalty, the other 
to be divided between the (aid Conſia- 
ble, and the party finder of the ſaid de- 
fault 3 and every Conſtable refufing or 
neglcRing his duty herein, forfeits for 
every default Three ſhillings four 

NCE. 

Recently the Citizens of _— 
ad 


ton 


a London ConUtavie.. 1635 
had a Houſe called the Twr in'Cornhil, 
$ whereunto the Conftables, Beadles 
; Þ| and other Officers were to bring Tre(- 

paſſcrs againſt the Peace, and perſons 
. tound in Adultery, Fornication, or un- 
der ſuſpicion thereof, But wow the 
Counters and Bridewel are” appoinred 
receptacles for ſuch offenders, 
*Tis (aid that a Conſtable by the 
+ cuſtom of Loxdoxn, taking any perſon 
- upon his Watch abroad, after ten a 
Clock at Night, may fend chem to the 
Counter till Morning (which will coft 
them at leaſt a dozen ſhillings) But this © 
ſeems durgus ſermo, part of ſummun jus, 
. . Which equity counts ſumman injuriam, 
where there is no breach of the Peace | 
or other offence committed. This is 
certain, that as a Conſtable ought not 
to betray his truſi, debaſe the Kings 
Authority committed to him, nor neg- 
Ic his duty in examining, ſuppreſſing 
and ſecuring all dangerous unruly per- 
ſons, or ſuch as by reaſonable probabi- 
lities appear ſuſpicious and guilty of ill 
deſigns; fo ought he by no means on 
the other fide, to wreck a private 
grudge, or gratifiea vain itch in him- 
(cif of ſhewing his power to the ut= _. 2 
moſi, for then he oftentimes goes be= _ _ 
| yond — = 
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cal men in Qffice. have involved them- 


WS ves in after troubles. And though ? 
©. We have herein before particularly de- + Þ: 


Clarcd our-fentiment touching a Con- 
_ fables diſcharging a verbal commitr- 

ment upon good caule after appearing, 
ſomewhat contiary to the vulgar con- 
ccit 3. yet:we would not have any Otk- 
cer run an hazard on ous fingle private 
opinion jin a controverted point, but 
rather adviſe him to this ſafe and ſober 
courſe :. To . examine the: party with 
deliberation, and hear the whole mat- 
ter: without pahon , before he pra» 
nounceany poſitive words or order of 
Commitment, and then if he find juſt 
grounds for the ſame, to fend him a- 
way to rights without hearkening to 
any after-parlgy or intreaties 3. or'if he 
do, That theff he take a General \Re- 
leaſe from the party for his ſecurity a- 
gainſt any AcGion of falſe fmpriſon- 
ment that may happen to be brought. 


Nimia Cautels non nocet-. 


